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ftft&O /ea? and precious is 
S f that number of the font 
^i^tWlof ivifdoniy which the 
Creator ( 0 Jo many Jewels ) 
hath laid up in his Ireafury 
from the beginning , for the a- 
domation of the World , as that 
more then one cannot be afforded 
to fland as a Golden Candlejlicl ^ 
A 2 for 


The Epiftle 

for the holding forth that Lu* 
cerna Dei to the fons of men y bj 
the light whereof the mojl re- 
clufed Myfleries , both natural 
and divine y m ay in fonte mea- , 
fure f fuch as is ft for us tc 
know while we remain in theft 
earthly tabernacles)be dif cove- 
red to thofe diligent &• humbl j 
feekers who make it their bu 
ftnef to fearch after the know ■ j 
ledge of theCreator in the work • 
his hands have made . 

'That this 'was the principal , 
end and defign of the divin 
in befi owing your f elf 
? world , we are full 
convinced by thofe Scintilla 
tions which our eyes f^dirn c 
they are'fhave feen darted frq\ 
tlu 


goodnef 
upon th( 


Dedicatory. 

that uxor (oliswhich hath its 
habitation in your breaft : and 
although we jhould be fruftrate 
of our ends in the prefent de- 
ft gn^tk an happinef great enough 
that we have lived at fuch a 
time>*nd in fuch a place as hath 
given us the opportunity to 
kpow and be acquainted with 
a man in whofe bo font e God 
hath fo abundantly Jlored up the 
treafures of all forts of wifdom 
and knowledge, 'the main of our 
wijhes are that we may fo ac- 
quit our f elves as that you may 
have no caufe to repent of tbofe 
kjndneffes and refpcSls where- 
with you have or JJjall honour 


Your fervantSj 


N. 

T. 


L. 

S. 


H. 


S. - 


The Preface. 

"U\ % • * >. : ' V": ' ’• 

T He Goddefs ihemit after the 
Deluge bei^ng asked of Deu- 
calion and Tyrrha , how Man-, 
kind fwept away with the over- 
flowing of the Waters,(hould again 
be reftored and multiplied , com- 
manded them to throw over their 
heads the Bones of their Great 
Mother : the which Oracle they 
rightly interpreted concerning the 
ftonesof the Earth, and thereby 
attained their delired end , For 
which caufe 7 hem is was afterwards 
accounted the fir ft Promulgatrix 
of Laws. But without doubt Her 
anfwer was not thus underftood by 
the ancient Poets, who fuppofed 
that (he rather meant that Man- 
kind was generated by two ftones, 
the Male, and the Female, whence 
proceeds the wonderfull multipli- 
cation 


The Preface. 

cation of that Golden Medicine • 
For the Man Deueaion y and V 
Wife Pyrrha are the GahritiMi ana 
Sria y the Sun and the Moon, which 
two by projection of their Speci- 
fick ftones can multiply even to a 
thoufand. Pyrrha within is ruddy, 
not unlike the colour of Fiefh , al- 
though Her outward garments are 
white , and fome have named Her 
according to her cloathing : Deu- 
calion is a Lyon, not in body, but 
fpiritually, notinlhape, but ope- 
ration j becaufe He is fo cruel! to 
his Wife that he kils her, and then 
bewraps her with his bloody man- 
tle. But very few have attained 
the true knowledge of the Oracle , 
fincemoft men apprehend it to be 
only an Hiftory , and thence draw 
fome wholfome Morals, which hc;-e 
have no place, neither were they 
ever intended. 

And now this Title is vindicated 
viz. why we call it th cGolden ike? ?, 

wht j 


which I Dedicate to the Courteous 
Reader. 

For feeing it is as much the Pro- 
perty of a man toreafon, andjudi- 
cioufly to determiners it eflentially 
belongs to a bird to fly, or an horfe 
to run and traverfe the Fields; we 
would not impofe on any, or feem 
to deprive them of their native 
freedome by captivating any ones 
Iudgement. 

Itisfaid of the vvhetftone, that 
being it lelfe blunt, yet itlharpens 
other things; and though the Steele 
and flint have not actually fire in 
them, yet being flruck againft each 
other, they mutually fend forth 
fparkes ; give me leave ( I pray 
thee) to apply. For if thou reapeft 
any profit hereby, I fhall think my 
felf to have been ferviceable. 


Be Candid and Farewell* 



Viris clarifsimiS; fapientif- 
funis & vere Philofophis, 
Fratribufqj ? conjun&ifiimis 
II. C. 

S P D 

' Theod.’ Verax. 

Theophil. Cslnatus. 

C 'Vm octtli tiojlri Httmum & 
Terrena qu<elibet defpicientes, 
in Ahum panto foil at i ejfent i 
aciem colle&is unit radii s’fxernnt . at 
Celurn & AElhcra (in minus pcmtrare 3 
ad ilia famcn fine piaculo colli marc 
pojjint j etenim apnd nos hand leve 
babebatur folatinm } intueri raptvus i & 
mirari ea qux cap ere non licuit f & 
fane JE mulatto tantum pia eratfo non 
niji impetn ferri , quo confultiUs ire 
metnimus : penna nojlra dnm bumilis 
jcrt'e pnlverem tuto excitajfet^fed am- 
bitiofo 


bitiofo admodum volatH mitt Am ve~ 
reatur 3 cadet tamen in aquas 3 ut An- 
daci<e crimen eluatjimnio cadat in 4 « 
quae qme folunt longe Jupereminent 5 
adeo utaliqualis fucrit gloria labi 3 & 
qttodam deficerimus Triumphs : fie 
meteora cajit accenfa micant & ter- 
ror em dire inentiunt pr£crpitio. Vervm 
not turn rietate , turn candore vejiro 
tanquam alio utrinq ^ expanfis fuffulti 3 
& fupra Livorem fordid & reptanten / 3 
& Jitpra Infcitiam inert i pondere de- 
gravantem 3 facile erigemus, 

gtuidni igilttr ipfo in veflibulo fal - 
vam ejfe rent augur cm nr? qttodcunq 5 
enim judicium de nobis feratit 3 idem 
emolumcnto erit 3 Ji blandum 5 mox 
facitcm gratulabimnr Favorem } fi modo 
fever i its 3 quanto magis miferi indige- 
mus , tenth amplior Benevolentix attft 
conceditur. 

Et vobis mm'tum molefli , nobis 
ingrati cjjcmns 3 ft <t capite ad calcent 
hodiernse c enfant quereU enarrarentusi 
tttcmqj tamen dim taciturnitas aut 

jiultiti£ 


jiultitU Jit judex 3 aut fuperbia^utramqj 
vitabimus, tie in Scyllam ineidamus 
ant Charibdim. juvat igitur (Pace ve- 
Jira j tot am mileri a feriem breviter 
percurrereyit inde quietem & folamett 
Jperemus j Jiqmdem aliquod inforivnii 
levamen eji arumnas effutire. 

Habit feri'o penjitantibus Philofo - 
phi am a Scholis corrupt am ejj'e 3 & 
quotidie magis horrenda quhm ipfa 
Africa parturire monftra 3 illico terreri 
capimus , & illam dehinc tra&are 
perhorruimuf 3 ecquis enim fui com- 
pos peSori ferpentem admovebit , ut 
vivaciori puhgat acuteo ? ecquis (pe- 
ritnri injlar natatoris ) fallaci undi 
attoli optabit ut celerius imum pet at 3 
ut profundius immergatur ? 

•irijiotelas , uti & cateri ejufdstn 
facing , Tbilofopbiam nojiram impo - 
tenti fus gloria fludio ancillare eoe- 
gerunt , nulla nodie veritas ejje ere - 

ditnr 3 nifi quam illi invenerunt : Jte 
nobis placita obtrudunt , &fcienti£ 
avidos adunco ferviiuti hamo inefcarc 
folenti 


folentj fed ingrati ingenuity ft non Itir- 
pes habentur Tituli quos alien a. illis 
infcribit ignominia 3 nec laude dignum 
eft, per quorundam rttinas , quaft tot 
gradusftublimia am hire. 

Non eft no ft rum tot feripta fecretis 
luxuriantia igni tradita hie deplor are , 
quorum Splendor fatis cmicuit , dam 
cremarentur nee Omni no incredibile 
eft fcintillas multo licet cinere depref- 
fas 3 aliquando clirijjimll eruptururas 
face. 

Nefcit profe&o veritas ullas fallendi 
technas, qua larvata non incedit , fed 
niidfut fine navis & errore fe fpeda- 
toribus exhibeat 3 unica hac fibi con - 
ftat quanquam plurimi ejus nomine 
'utantur , ut tuto nihil cogitantes deci- 
pi ant, ilia tandem falter c prorfus nefeis 
mendaces deteget 3 qtti interim earn 
ofjicidfe inf ct an tar , non folnm ipft 
ftaUstam attingent met am, fed vefti- 
gia pft fe linquent qua alios pari fe- 
licitate ad eundem literature api- 
cem ducent. 


Nos 


N os etiarn profperum nobii fpctsde- 
rcmus exitum v ft neglcUis (ujufibct 
rhilofophajiri ambagilus ( quod per- 
qu'dm difficile cji) paucorum puffins 3 li- 
cet non square oculo 3 tamen concomi- 
tari Taler emus : miferi adkuc in lu- 
mineh<tremus 3 & nift aliquis quaffi 4 
Cselo nobis viam calcar dam indigitet , 
commune pariter nos nianet Tatum , 
fines erimtis Element arii . Tudet ) ben 
pudet / nos cantilcnis nefcio quibus 
allici , qu£ demulcent } jnxt'a ac confo- 
piuntfpro cimperto habemus plttfquctm 
mille homintim mird conjenticr.di ig- 
navia ptriiffie ; profit interim , nobis 
edetta aliorum periculis cur a , & Ji 
] modo daretur optics 3 nos collvftationc 
ntori qudm defperationefupina abfor- 
beri mahiimus. 

Vos itaq j ( viri Trudentiffiimi ) 
void noffira foil: cite petunt 3 penes quos 
ejl opem ferre tenuitatis ticflrec fat 
confcii Junius 3 & ideo remedium qua- 
rinsus: lelbati nondnm(uti fperare cjl) 
morbo Ifiboramus^ quipp'c qui male nos 
• habere 


habere probe adhuc fentimuss, & ills 
calamitaiem prope vtdetur eva(ijje y qui 
jixporem excut jit ad fe rediit. 

Langucntes fere fpes nojiras fieri - 
lefq 9 vos mitiore humanitatis jubare 
animajiis , & in vindemiam canefcere 
jujfijiis 3 adeo ut Itbera jam eerte eru* 
ditionis pateat Janua : rema impofie- 
rum Artibus non Vltra figat 9 vos etiim 
exorji ejiifubi aliiomnes Finem Jia- 
tuerunt & column am, Veluti etiam 
enarrabiles junt veftri quavisFacultate 
progrefjus , it a & dementia Panegy 
rim fuperat & vel inde licet conji- 
cere vos omni numero abfolntos , quia 
tarn mites & blandi ejiis ;■ ii folum 
Frontem contrahunt s qui in rugis 
infcstiam latere volunt , qui ornnes in 
partes fuas trahenty eofq 3 fat is cum 
imperio cogent affentiriy quibus ad - 
verfari timent. 

Ignofcite nobis Qviri Speftatijfimij 
ft inepte efferamus illa 9 quorum adhuc 
ignari fumus 3 cert} elaboratum exigit 
encomium , quicquidfub vejirum titulo 


* lucent prod:t , & Foma vefira feip *- 
. tm fola valuit ebuccinare : nobis fa- 
te* fine et fur jure liceat tantis No- 
vinibus lit are , qua cum (uti par eft} 
tudare nonpojjimus 3 nobis venerari 
leligio erit. 

Libelluttt vefirum omni ex parte no - 
J to animo ufq$ congruum quaff nobis 
ilummodb confcriptu fuijje opinemur 3 
reverb Providentia haud vulgaris 
rat , »*/ b Cimmeriis plufqttant te- 

•ebris nonnibil eduxit 3 et in dubia luce 
olkcavit 3 qu<e Solent mox oriri efficiet ^ 
t opt at ant dabit meridiem ubi nulla 
ere umbra , aut faltem brcvijjima fe 
wbit fociabiP. 

Nos non funtus ex eornm numero 3 qu* 
latinimis 3 each mm et fanttis folenP 
a accipere 3 qua Injlitntioni fuse non 
uadrant perindeacjt Do&rina dlis taw 
r3o vinculo alhgata eJfeP 3 ut nemo fin * 
arum canfilio tlUm adire 3 aut falutare 
efjji ■: nempe Hi fajiuofi funt Peripa- 
etici 3 qui in Arifietctis verba jurUrunt, 
'Hi Etnniea dedtn mmim, in fmw 

exitim 


exitium Fi deles $ Hi fun t qui wan. 
aura tume/stes, orbem Us anguflum ni - 4 
mis conquertiniur t qui Axiomata fat is ' 
larga tr a didst cuivis rixce aptajdemq- , 
iifdem fere verbis modo aiunt ? mode 
negant : Atqi, Hi ( Boniviri ) JirehtU ' 
audiunt veritatis Patrons 1 nodutn * 
folvere non pojfunt 3 rifu difrurn * ,® 
/)«/?/, probe enim alio rum laborious 1 
multurn invident 3 quosin exile corpus *' 
•wo* odio marcefeerevidere erit. ,.\y < ! 

naufeam crearemus 3 ji ineptias ■ 
qui hits eorum Libri fcatent 5 m medium * 
prof err emus j quotiefcutiq^ enim mag-l 
nnm aliquod myflerium tra&andunt f 
venitjd vel dubie et obfeure abfolvunt } !' 
velprorfits negligunt : Quisab Arijlo-f 
tele maieriam edifceti} quam cautus‘\ 
Occult are voluit^n'e infeitiam proderetj J| 
veritmquia admedum difficile ejlar- ! 
c.ana b£c rimari } an ideb tutum eji® 
err are ? majors -quidem commodo td\. 
penitus latet 3 qui cquidth ulterins dam- 
num explicatur: fortajjis multi ingenio " 
pollentes wafers am hanednvenire ag- 1 


1 grefli fkijfcnty nift print inventumpx 
ft ajjetft r o .*«v- ' V - „» . un 

5 Nefcimus quonam frivilegio Ati- 
| (ioteles Antecejjoribus eruditione cement 
ftutinam & a nimi jiniglicitateffe om*- 
sens tier it a lew detexijfe iaetitetjfuas 
y.nitn ha bent Littery vices'- \ Cum itaq$ 
iriftoteles omnium states hominum 
ton vixerit^abft Htnos(niJi in p&nam ) 
jivo's cadaver i jmgeremus^ utfcriptfa, 
dma defun&is } nptip inventa coUoca- 
ri xmus. »m\. v \ t \«A \ . «w 

, Philofophia antem vejlra (viri eru- 
’ Utijjimiy non eft bifce nugis referfa s 
i( ed abditijjima Naturae Jeer eta clarift 
me pandit. Parum Jane ■ landis eft 
#J rilia f elicit er indagajjepuhro produatfe 
1( , spider quos nemo colligit $ illud fofym* 
dignum^quod alios lajfavit$ 
; l fumi qui Omnium fere oculos extin - 
^ veftros reddiderunt aentiores. 

Philofophia etia vefira wodeftaeji i & 
^ itr'e do&a^ quippequ $ e Coelo lapfa eft tj 
riginem 3. S. Scriptnris debet y ex qui 
| nsveritatem tnto difeernere licet ytihil 
“ a ftquidem 


flqkidem illic vtl fujpicatui habere pof- 
fumus^ multb minus erroris argnere : 
cum igitur unufquifq'-, S a cram p agin am 
volvat , quorfum falfa improbo labore 
ample8imur 3 & fugitivam deperimns h 
umbram } cur gradum (ijiimus > quin 
materiam cujufqi ret ? Bibliis eryamus} 
rtarn plufquam verijlmile ejl Deum , 
qui liqnidum iffud Nature creavit id . 
optime proditurum$ (iquts fcriptis hifce 
incubuerit t brevi fciret a qua materia 
omnequod vivit , tanquam tot rivuli a jL 
mari fuam haujit originem } nee non 
in illam Indent e paulijper nndi exone- 
rate- . 


it:!\ 
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we 


Qui pertinaciter negant quofdam 
ejje viros quos Deut felegit 3 ut intime 
tnyjieria cognofcant t fummam pariter 
Creatoris cur am tollunt 3 qui nihil nobis 
utile & necejjarium negabit. Qui enint ^ 


totam univerfi machinam in humant 




generis ufum fabricates eft 3 turn in fui- [! t< 
ipfiut gloriam 3 turn in nofirum com - 
mo da ejus opera intelligt voluit Quo- 
rmdam igttur mentete csslo elumina- 

i dt 


vitj & cogitxt 'tones quid plane divinum 
meditantes indidit'^captus fund nojler 
adeo burnt Us 'eft jit plurintafupra vires 
expert atur j perpeltiis torqueri jludiis , 

I folitum non concederc octilis fotnnum 3 
penes n&sjptntifed niji radii cedejlesin 
nientc'accendant dientjpjts nox oritur 
vigiltis 3 nifi Dens fere infperato Jitper- 
venixt auxilio 3 ipfe labor ejl tantunt 
operofius otiunt. /- V( ’< ' 

1 Dens igitur Ter opt. Max. uti duo 
* wima-mindi origine creavit Lumina 3 
’* mb us omnia confpici ac tllujlrari pof- 
(• wt 3 it a qnorundam atiimos tanta Luce 
iffudit 3 ut Solent ipfunt 3 Lunamqj nh 
i* ium occcecati intueantur 3 ut creaturis 
7 ace ilia ctelejli pr<e(int 3 etflorere eas 
W fjiciant: it a Chaos liter atur a ingto- 
to iofant evafit fabricam 3 ccelum in ter - 
0 as defcendit, utrunq j centrum fentotH 
0 Kperfcie femet in confpeBum dedit 3 et 
#>• : qn* adhuc majora 3 audemus dicere ex 
# uofdam non latere . 
jj# Verum banc ejfe Societatem Veftrant 
a* Dens oracnla aperuit , multx funt 
n a a qua 
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qu&tfOs inducunt 3 ut credamus : Pro - 
babilius qiiidem ejt ilium Ec clefts fus 
potius miranda Hsc inditlfurum quant ) 
Ethnicis qui fcintill anient. Naturs Fa - 
cent Soli accenduntj & pqu'ando lux e 
Cslo its niicetj magi 5 ™d& ececutiunt^ 
quippe oculi tenebris jierpetu'o verfati 
Lumen tampurunt mini the pne detri- 
mento ferant : Hand dubio Dens iiCdem 
quibus fua mjfieria lib ere donavit 3 alia 
dabit beneficia paulb ittferiora^qui Lege 
Divina peri tijpwi funt 3 convenit etiam 
ut illi Naturs non pnt ignar.i 3 qui de- 
niqi in Dontins admittmtur confor- 
tium j An ciUs ejus eodevt patfo punt 
Eamiliares. 

Alia fubinde Ratio efi quia adnio - Z 
dum pauci epts 3 vnlgus multitude efl 3 j 
fed rudis 3 nocetq 3 illi in altum fpiranti 
propria moles 3 cum interim unus ant al- 
ter mira femoveant agilitate 3 &fuperas 
evadant ad auras: vilefeit porro quic- ^ 
quid t enter ariis omnium manibus tra F 


&atur 3 fagax igitur Natura dwitiai 


inti mo pm occult avit for dej cerent 
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vn, 


it a fu* habit & Are penetralia ; 'Mbit 
yetenda funt Gemma, effodiendum eji 
durum, Divinum etiam opus ejl auxilip 
tt hac it a & ilia invejligemus . v H * v 
Fama Vejlra in linguam tranjhta 
* Anglic an am ad nojlras minus pervenit 
' edits. Jimul Prsfatione Viti iilujlrifji * 
'• ni E. P. Orbis Britanici Solis ) in illa 
cripjijlh vos plures mo do dignos in 
ocietatem adoptaturos : 

He hincprocui ite Propbani.Non di- 
et omnes cujufcunqi, faring homunci • 
nes in tantam Humanitatem involare a 
ut alios fpei melioris earn ante pedes 
ojltam conculcare : accerrima interim 
n nobis exorta eji pugna,utpote qui nos 
tnti favoris immeritos ttegare non 
offnmits , fed tandem impotentia nobis 
ifa eji Veflrs Gratis fuccumbere, fie 
itiviji fumus, quia vi&i, & vejlrum 
Kofculamur Laurum* 

Csteritm amputato uno Hydra capite 3 
fiud fubindc fe attolht , a deb ut Infor- 
tnium nojlrum damno videatur vires 
fquiflvijfe^ ad Ulud igitnr tanqttam 

■ Virtnti 




Virtuti affine contendimus , quod diffi- 
cultatibus acji numerofo fatellitio con- 
Jlipatur : Nobis anfa dejuit ad vos 
wittendij ubt terrarum vos qu<ererent 
Epijiolx non fatis conffitit, quibus no- 
minatim liter as infer/ bere £que incer- 
tnntj fqutdem & Nomina , uti & de~ 
gendi locus quofeunqj n/Jt vos ipfos 
latent. 

Taulatim 5 itaq\ invafit animos Tri- 
jlitia 3 <& gueruli 3 uti accidere folet 
anxijs, h£c verba eyulavimns. Qyid 
proderit nobis manus auxiliatrix 
quae calamitatem noftram non at* 
tingat ? Sint Fratres R. C. Viri 
Sapientiffimi, etiam 8c Benevoli; 
quid inde hoc folatii, nifi nos bene-* 
ficiorum compotes fimus> id fane 
nos magis torquet, quod in deliciis 
habitum non confequamur 5 uti 
fitim accendit* augetq^ aquarum 
fcaturigo e longinguo nta^fic novif- 
lima faelicitasaerumnas reddidit a 
qutioresj ille enim qui femel fruftrs 
fperavit,eft bis mifer , 

* .. Altun 
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• Alte»t fnbit'o exoriri filentiuttf vi- 

• debater , & facra vox «Vi 

huttc retulit Rejponfum. Quam folli- 
5 cite ambitis Fraternitatem, tandem 
“ Dei gratia invenietisy vota veftra 

• non irrita in aerem evanuerunt 5 
' hand dubio qui ejufmodi fcintil- 
; lam primo accendit, eandem in 

flammam erumpere & poteft effi- 
’1 cere & vult : pergatis itaqj tanto 
; flagraredifcendi ftudiOj&afcendet 
£ ad nos licet obtort4 face ardens 
“ induftria. 

tn Auditis hifce , timorem omnia ferb 
1 membra mod'o occupantem abjecimuf , 
i i & quaji redivivis fpiritus etiam & 
f ; agilioret rediere j omnia deniqj Jupe- 

i rato do lore Gratitudinem fpirarnnt 5 
ii ' mnltem vel ipfo lapfu profecimut : 
it '/ tc floret imbre nonnihil deprcjji, vege- 
miores evadunt i & eo latiils expandunt 

ii folia > quo compendiojiw contraxe- 
tbrunt. 

It ; Vlufquam verijimile ejl multos auro 
alleUos Societatem veftrttm opt are 5 

Jktdeni 




findent^ marcefeunt ut crefcat pecunia , 
nf.^rcji impleaturi fed r ever a opes & 
Qtnpjq x id genus fordent , ft eximiet 
Sfi&nti£ dignitas fpi&etur : if uni 
fani Met allor urn Regem procalur Ig~ 
nor anti a , qu<e exinde tarn profiiga t<e 
fobolis fit mater : Alii porro tit fup - 
petat its quod voluptatibus itidulgeant , 
Fratefnitatem foiliatabunt : its cere • 
brum in ventrent dcgeneravit 3 Artefq 5 
proh nefas ad compotaticnes vacant'-) 
quis non miretur ah quern tardum ven- 
tris onus vix pojfe poji fie Irahere ?. 
VrbesGenteJq , unocjatho abforbere .<? 
Malu'wms autevi nos Seer eta npfeire , 
quint ut iis jreti in .fcelcra mere - 
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Vobis inter in^ (7 iri DoUifiimi), ne 
tnirjfm videatur nos inter tot calles 
mifere laffiatoj ad Mercurial . Indices 
accedere qui ter en dam prsmonjlrent 
sjiam. Multi profeaojeribendi pruritu 
labor antes Artibus fcabiem indtixere : 
Hie ad magnuift Elixar contendet y die 
ad Panaiaum i Hterqy etictnp /Enigma- 
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'icO fcrtbit ut cbfcuritate decipiant. : 
guothemnes totovita curriculo in- 
Ifudarunty ut quod Author ipfe non. in - 
) tellexit . in eo invenirent ? quern igitur 
n exemplum proponere difficile ad 
wodutn eft judicatuj etenim fat liquet 
llos qui igne .Fatuo illuft funt , alios 
'.tiarn^ne ipft ridiculo ftnt 3 in eandem 
ir ovoc are' fort em : it a multiim jwvat 
nf£lices miferice focios habuiffe. \ 
Ne igitur inconfulti habeaniur 9 qui 
r pretis Ffeudo-philofophorutn protnif- 
7/, toti veritatem indagantus ; terra. 
Qerilis ejfe folet , qu£ Aururn tegit y 
mills luxuriat floribus 3 qui preetereun- 
\ium oculos deieffentj & ad latentesn 
ducant ihefaurum ; baud aliter qui 
s JatUjr£ fecrcta callent, taciturni funt 9 
& tanquam nefcii 5 rarijfima undue 
ft verb a t fcripia fere nulla emittunt 
qu£ Difcipulos alliciant , imo fe potiils 
fubducunt > ut magis occultentur^altoq ; 
(i lent io yivi fepeliantur. 

gpuocirc'a liquido con flat } neminetn > 
licet phtrimiim ftudiis invigilaverit % 

M e 
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pojfe propria Marie arcana h£c attin - 
gere : qui falio interpret ati Junt veto* 
turn F abut as 9 novas tantum excude * 
runt ■> qui veri Junt Myft& omnia de 
indujiria tam fpijfs ojfudire tenebris 3 
ut quicunq ; ea dignofcere aggrediatur 3 
cititts rnentem amittat 3 quam injiru&i - 
orem habeat. 

Nos omnia f)£c animis ferto perpen- 
dentes iterum atqx, iterant vos obnixe 
rogamus nojlrum mifereri ; vota no- 
jlra quoniam grande aliquod fapiunt 3 
faujia Jint : Fatemnr nos adhuc Ju- 
venes ejje& Tyrones ( uti etiam Epi- 
flola minus nervcfa indicat ) fed ani- 
mus forte nobis fcnior inditus 5 fimus 
tamen teneri , dum fequaces : quodvis 
facile illi imprimitur 3 quos nullum 
adhuc vitiavit figillum : Sumus etiam 
Duo quajt unico anim» ad idem tamen 
contendentes } & quid obflet quo mi- 
nus Fraternitas vejlra Gemellos uno 
partu edat 3 utpote qnam Deusfecunda- 
vit 3 fit illi impojierum numcrofa 3 mod'o 
& legitim a proles ! 
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!• guodKeligionem attinet, profeffo 
; nobis longe alia mens eft aciisquiex - 
'>• cutiunt Deum j d ami text nihil non a 
111 Uaturaprofluxijfe , per eandem confer- 
v vari, & ridicufo Deftniant Naturam : 
r, quicquid verb eft, vel afefuit , vel ab 
i' ] »/ 6/7 autem, cum nondum ejje ha- 

beat , //>* originemiunde ab ejfedu 

i. adcaufam P h ilofopb an do , tandem ad 
■f Deum muxdi Creatorcm afcendemus : 

quo oculos convert amus,ubi Rumen non 
j intueamur > 

Monftrat praj extern qu<elibet herba 
. Deum, Qni Animalia etiam & mine- 
. ralia perfcrutantur , dum miram utrt- 
i ufq 3 generationem , forte & Tranfmu- 
i tationem fciantjbene intelligunt g)uis 
j fit omnium a & a : Dens itaq-, qui 
i ip fa eft Veritas, inimicum non babet 
i nift ignorantem. 

. g)u£ vos de Papa dixiftis, nobis ar- 
) rident : Religio ilia (fi Religio dicenda 
• fit ) licet per Self as & H<erefes nunc di - 
j erumtanquam totvehicula fpargatur , 
eandem cum illis ruinam expe&et, 
I Quem 


Quern non movent lapidem IeJuitsejit 
nos in antiquum Chaos oonfundant : 
hie audaffer Blafphemiam fpirat , ille 
fuper/litionem colit , ft verb totimma - 
nia & nefanda /cetera hie impunii fe- 
rant , Dens tandem ulcifcetur. 

Nulla jam (uti fperamusj objiacula 
fuperfunt i qu£ nos it Societate vejlrh de- 
tineant } magna quidem rogavimitr } fed 
qu£ vos concedere poteftis : ne nobis in 
crimina cedant Tern eritas a at fegnities , 
qua du£ fnnt ctijnCq } avi pefles, iifq j 
Jdpientij/imi alioqnin viri periere , ve- 
niam itaqi date (Fratres Amantijjimij 
Ji in vos mere vifi Jimur^aperti/qj bra - 
chiis nos amplest i dignamini. 

Quod Jivobis non vacet rebus t am 
cxiguis ade/fe , nos fatis confcii fer'e 
am mum defpondebimus , & fuccum- 
bentesCcelo & terra magis for fan pro- 
pitiis hofee gemitus erumpentibus ultro 
Jingultibus edemas. Fratres Illu- 
ftriffimi nos merito Luce Divina 
indiguos judicarunt 5 quo demum 
nos infaeliciffimos recipiemusjtene- 

bras 


bras motto repudiavimus, nec fa 3 
eft Virginem adedpulchram 3 &bene 
dotatam ambire, neceffe eft igitur 
priftinrm petere caliginem, qua 
pulJati incedernus, dehinc nodem 
deperibimus, quoniam in ilia ob- 
dormire tuto poffumus, &infortu- 
nianullp modo vitanda otio per- 
trarifire & filentio. Tu interim O 
Coelum ad Tui partem accedere,& 
in node noftra ftellas fac emicare. 
Tu etiam O Terra omnium vera 
mater, fufcita Teinaliamq, abeas 
formanijUt nobis opem feras, (inu 
tuo cadavera ampledere ut deniq* 
revivifcant. 

Vtcunqj nos meliora nobis pollice- 
niur-y quippe qui pro certo habenms vos 
femper vobifmet conjlare , nempe vos 
non pojjenos defer ere^nifi fit is perfidy 
ade'o gratulandum preces nojiras defi- 
derio vejlro confonas 3 fit amen nimis 
duri & crudeles Lumen vejirum o call- 
tare jlatuijiis 9 non illicit extinffi eri - 
mus 3 panlatim & tar dm Lucerna 


nojlra exjpirabit : etenim fpes nojlra 
cum a vobis tanquam medicis longe op~ 
timis remedium non habeant 3 fuas ad~ 
vocabuht vires 3 quibus Idngtientem 
fuffultire Naturam & defperationem 
pojjint expeUere ; nos fcilicet propril 
manti ramum prendere conabimur 3 
quent Dii ojlendere recujant j jludiis 
igitur indefejji 3 licet Domnm vejirant 
S S. Spiritus invenire non poJJ'umus 3 
fortajfis tamen m vicinum hortum 3 Jttu 
jucundum , fruSibus omatum 3 ambu- 
lachris hinc atqj inde confpicuis ince - 
demur , & Fonte aqua ccelejli fcaturi - 
ente jitim levabimus. 

Et jam plane verendum e(l } ne ultra 
limites excreverit Epijlola nojlra Ji 
voturn forjit an placeat 3 nepetendi pro - 
lixitas ttaufeam creet 5 difficile erat 
nobis grejjum [ijlere tanto Jlimulo con- 
citatisj utcunq'-y tamen non eft eadeut 
Epijlola &Spei periodus. 

Vobis devotifiimi 
Theod. Verax 

1 Theoph.Celnatus. 
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Chap. I. 

£4/ all Lam which beare the Title of 
Themis, ought to refpeff their profit 
for whom they were made. 

A SLaws do differ not oriely in tbeir 
TjL Inftitutions, but their acceptance j 
it not Tyrannically impofed,they cen- 
r in the Publick good $ For if by them; 
umane Society is maintained, Juftice 
tcecuted, Vertue favoured, fo that no 
ian may feare the infolency and oppref- 
Dri of another, we. may conclude that 
ley profit and advance a Common- 
ealth : If every man duely receives 
hat ever belongs to him, he hath no 
aifeof commencing a Suit with any.or 
tcomplaine, much lefle toengageina 
Ur-, but on the contrary, All (as in 
te golden Age ) lhall enjoy peace and 
rofpcrity : But the Laws defend this 
■flice by which onely Peace is eftabli- 
R feed* 
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fhed, contention ended, ‘Themis worfhip- 
ped, andlaftly,all thing? in a flourifhing 
iiate and condition. Whence the Poets 
aavifedly feigned Themis to he the 
Daughter of Heaven and Earth, to be 
the Sifter of Satmn^wA Aunt to Jupiter , 
and have done her very much honour* 
and celebrated her Fame, becaufe (he fo 
conftantly adminiftred Juftice; forE- 
quity and upright dealing were by her 
enjoyned, and all Vertues which might 
render men either acceptable to the gods* 
orferviceabh to each other, were to be 
embraced. She therefore taught them to 
live juftly and contentedly,’ * to fhun vio- 
lence, injuries and robbery 5 that they 
fhould ask nothing of the gods ( as Fejlus 
obferves ) but what fhould favour of ho- 
nefty and Religion, or otherwHe that 
their prayers would have no good iflue. 
She furthermore (aid that the great God 
did look down upon the earth, and view 
thea&ions of men, whether good or cvil$ 
and that he feverely punifhed the wicked 
for their iniquity with eternal punifti- 
ment; that he rewarded the good for 
their integrity with a life which (hall 
neither end nor decay. 

Others were of an opinion that thisfcay 

Themis 
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* Themis was a Propheteffe amongft the 

* Grecians, and did foretel what fhould 
B happeft, by which endowment (he got 
ic great Authority $ Co that they efteemed 

heran Enthufiafteffe, and thought that 
r, (he had familiarity with Spirits, nay evert 
r, with the gods themfelvcs, from whom (he 
lo fprung and had her Original 5 to whom 
i’ alfo after herdeceafe (he was fuppofed to 
er have returned, where they have enlarged 
it herCommidion in relation to mankind. 
Is When (he was accounted the GoddeiTe of 
x Juftice, by her Kings held their Domini- 
to ons ; (heinfirufted them in their duties 
o* to their Subjects, arid made the rude mal- 
ty titude pay due Homage and fubje&ion to 
u their lawful Princes. She laid the foun- 
o- dation of Magiftracy, and built an order- 
at ly ftrufture of Politicks ; for which caufe 
it, !he was in fohigh cftimation amongft the 
oc Heathens, that they fuppofed the World 
it :>yher Divinity to be upheld and fup- 
fi ported. They erefted Temples to her, 
;« and inftituted divine Rites'and Ceremo- 
it ales in honour of her. The firft that 
for was dedicated to her was in Boetia neer 
jl *o the River Cepbijfus , at which after the 

?lood, Deucalion and Tyrrha arefaidto 
hii iavc arrived $ where they enquired of the 
' Ba Oracle, 
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Oracle, how mankind which had peri- $ 
(hed in the Deluge, might again berefto- . [ v 
red, a sOvid Lib. primo. 

ti 

0 Tbemisy foey? what Art tis that repairs , L 
Luft mankind i voutebafe r’ help cur funk^ ^ 
affairs. 


This alfo was Allegorically fpoken 
concerning our Tfownr,that (he being very 
prudent and more beautiful then all her 
Contemporaries, was beloved of Jupiter 5 
but after much follicitation he was repul- 
fed, and all intercourfe broken eff, till at 
length (he was furprized in Macedonia^ 
and forced to be efpoufed to him, by 
whom (he was with childe, and brought 
forth three Daughters ; Equity, Juftice, 
and Peace. She is reported to have had 
by the fame Jupiter a fon named Meditts 
Fidius or the righteous, being Faiths 
Guardian ; wherefore an Oath fwornc by 
his name was facred and unalterable: 
and this folemnity the Roman Patri- 
archs challenged to themfelves as their 
due, becauie it was held an execrable 
thing for an ingenious man to befor- 
fivorne. 

Although we are confident that there 

was 
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v*s never upon the face of the earth any 
'uch tbemis^ who after confutation re- 
turned that Oracle ; much ieflethatfte 
1 vas tranflttcd into heaven, as the Hea- 
H hens ignorantly imagined $ yetwecon- 
"'1 efle that the true Idea of Juftice, or an 
intverfal notion of Vertue may herein 
[though occultly) bt infinuat^J; for 
111 out of her fprings good Laws, and not as 
^ ome think out of Vice, which is onely 
ltr i thing accidental. 

This Equity keeps Kingdomes in fafety., 
Common- wealths and Cities in order, 

M ind laftly, emproves fmall beginnings to 
t great height and degree of perfe&ion. 

This Equity is that rule by which men 
11 ought to frame their words and aftions- 
Polfcletus a famous Statuarie made a 
Book Lti which was proportion ably ex^ 

“ oreffcd to the life each member in mans 
oody, and hecalledthis a patterneby 
which other Artificers mighc examine 
! ind prove their peices. Such Rules in- 
leed there are in all Arts and Sciences 
tamed Axioms, which by dedu&ion of 
things from iheir principles do rightly 
:onclude. 

This Equity, doth fo poife all our 
manners and aftions that they are 110c 
B 5 fwayed 
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fwayed to injuftice and wickcdneffe s 
whereby very many inconveniences are 
efchewed which happily might lead us a- 
way : For as Luxury and Riot are the 
caufes ofdifeafes, fo injuflice hath an* 
nexed to it as an infeperable companion 
lofTean^ punifhment : and on the con- 
trary, as Health renders men mod happy, 
not onely becaufe of it felfe, but ns it is 
big with oiher Benefits : fo by this Equi- 
ty, wholefome Laivs are epa&ed to the 
great comfort and advantage of man- 
kind. But becaufe this is fo cleareto 
every Rational man, in vaip are words 
fpent to demonlfrate it. 


Chap. II. 

ihofe Laws which the Founder of this 
Fraternity preferibed to the R, C • 
are all good and jujt . 

A S no Rational man can deny the ab- 
folute neceilky of good Laws 5 fo 
it is mod fit that fuch Laws fhould have 
their due praife and ccmmendationsjthat 
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& ae Ouggard hereby might be pricked on 
Jr | o Venue, and the diligent might have 
2i is deferved reward, 
j, Seing therefore that thefe Pofitions 
fli r Laws, laid down by the Father of the 
0Q onotirable Fraternity are worthy of 
jj, pedal view, we (hall truly according to 
heir nature, and the advantages men 
j nay receive from them. Crown them 
jjj /ith due commendations ^counting them 
j,. ;ot onely worthy of acceptance, but an 
c . incomium. 

q Firft it is moft reafonable that every 
j 5 !ociety if it be good, foould be governed 
•y good Laws; if otherwife,by bad : but 
hat this Society is good and lawful, we 
lo not onely (uppofe, but may gather 
- rom particular circumftances to which 
heir Pofrions are agreeable. 

Something may be faid concerning 
heir number of fix, which hath very 
!; nuch of perfeftion in it ; fo that the So» 

; iecy by an abundance of Laws is not in 
.onfufion, nor yet by the paucity and 
ewneffe tied up from all liberty. When 
here are multitudes and great diverfity 
afLaws, we may probably conjefture 
} hat there will happen many crimes and 
c :norraide$5 for he that Oeighteth the 
B 4 ftreight 
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{height path of Nature and Reafon, will 
certainly be milled into many windings 
and labyrniths before he comes to his 
journeys end. From thefe inconvenien- 
ces our Laws are free, as well in quality 
as number; they are voluntary, and 
fuch to whom all may eafily aflent as 
moft Rational, 

They follow in their order. 

Y« That every one of them who (hall 
travel, muft profefle Medicine and cure 
Gratis. 

2. That none of them, notwithftanding 
their being of the Fraternity, (hall been-% 
joyned one habit ; but may fuit them-? 
felyes to the Cuftome and Mode of thofe 
Countries in which they refide. 

3. That each Brother of the Fraterni- 
ty (hall every yearc upon the day G. make 
his appearance in the place of the holy 
Spirit, or el(e fignifie by Letters the true 
caufe of his Abfence. 

4. That every Brother (hall chufea 
fit perfon to be his £ucce(four after his 
deceafe. 

5. That the word R. C. (hall be their 
Seale, Charafter, or Gognifance. 

6 . That this Fraternity (hall be con- 
ceal’d an hundred years. 

The 
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The Brethren are folemnly fworn and 
ri&ly engaged to each other,to keep and 
bfervethefe Conditions and Articles; 
i all which we finde nothing either pre- 
idicial to themfelves, or hurtful and 
njurious toothers ; but that they have 
n excellent fcope and intention, which 
3 the glory of God and the good of their 
'Jeighbour. We (hall further profecute 
il| hefe things, and by running thorow 
heir feveral caufes and circumftances, 
'ive any one a greater 1 ight into them. 

In thefirftplace, as touching thefirft 
\tithor of theie Lawes, it will be worthy 
our confideration to examine whether 
)ft had power and authority to make 
"uch Laws for himfelfe and others, and 
of requiring obedience thereto; then 
m ho was the Author ? and why his name 
ify| hath been hitherto concealed ? 

It is moft certain that a Prince whois 
as^k were an Head to his Subjefts that are 
his Members, it is indeed a thing un- 
til queflionable, but that he hath full power 
making and ratifying of Lawes : For 
idf chiefly it belongs to the Emperour, then 
to each King, becaufethey have right to 
govern. Laftly it concerns any Princes or 
Civil Magiftrates. 
nJ < But 
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But Lawes that are brought in &y In- 
feriors, extend onely to thofe that have 
a particular Relation to them} neither 
are they long lived, nor do they excufe 
from the Lawes of Superiours, being one- 
ly obligations which refpeft Tirne,Place, 
the Pedon and Sub} eft. 

Amongft the Ancients thofe men who 
were cf belt repute for their Wifdome, 
Learning, Authority, Sincerity, and of 
greateft Experiences, might fet up Lawes 
in any City or Nation. Thus we fee 
that Mofes was made Ruler and Cheiftain 
among# the Hebrews, and among# the 
Heathen the fir# Latv-givers were called 
Zephyrians : after them Zaleucus in imi- 
tation of the Spartanes and Cretians 
( who were thought to have received An- 
tient Lawes from Minos ) wrote fevere 
Lawes, and found outfutable punishment 5 
be left rules whereby men might try their 
aftions, fo that many afterwards were 
frighted into good manners ; for before 
him Lawes were not written, but the fen-i'KJ 
tence and (late of the- caufe lay in the 
Judges breaft. 

Afterwards the Athenians received 
Lawes from Draco and Solon- upon which u 
they proceeded jn all Courts of Judica- 
ture, 
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jre, from whom the Romans who lived 
iter the building of the City three hun- 
8 red yeares, hid their Lawes of the 
" velve Tables publiihed by the Decern > 
l(i iri ; and thefe in proctfle of time being 
■ f i alarged by Romane Magiflrates and the 
afars, became our Civil Law which at 
10 ais timt is ufed amongft us. 
j Other Nations alfo had their re- 
ol jeftive Lawgivers, as JFgygt had Priefts, 
8 IJrr, who were taught by Meuury and 
{t kite an. ( Thefe were golden Lawes, and 
n ach as owed their birth to the fire . ) 
15 <abjlon had the Cal deans, Perfia had Ma~ 
^ i thins, India had Brachamonds, JEthiopia 
ad the Gymnofophifis ; amongft the Badri - 
B ns was ZamlfiS) amongft the Corinthians 
*■ ras Fido , amongft the Nileftans was Hip - 
i* tdantus , amongft the Carthaginians was 
(f haronda ; laftly amongft the Britt ainis 

* nd French the Druides. 

f* From what hath already been faid 
(t here may be gathered thus much, viz. 
i>‘ "hat any one hath liberty (his Compa- 
^ ions complying and faithfully enga- 
ing ) to preferibe Lawes to himfelfe and 
^ hem, efpecially if fuch Lawes arefouri- 
i led upon Reafon and Equity ; For ( as 

* he Comedian hath it ) amongft the good 

:t > ought 
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ought to be cranfafted juft and honef 
things 5 but as the combination of the 
die wicked is unlawful* fo are thofi 
bands that oblige them damnable, whofe 
truftand fidelity are but true cheats anc 
Pure deceits ; their conftancy but obftina* 
cy, their oaths curlings, their rules me- 
thods of villany, their lawes are com 
mands to wickeducfle. 

Our Author indeed was a private man 
and no Magiftrate $ but in his particulai 
relation he was inveftcd with much An* 
thority, whereby he might oblige anc 
binde others, be both Lord and Father 0! 
the Society, and the firft Author anc 
Founder of this goldenMedicine and Phi l 
lofophical Order. If any one (hall atcemp 
toulurpe jurifdiftion over any againf! 
their wills and confent, he (hall findehi: 
labour to be in vaine \ for he mnftneed;*! 
fuppofe them to have a prejudice againf 
fuch defignes* .fince he playes the Bifiiof 
inanothers DiocefiTe: But certainly the 
cafe is different here, becaufe by a faire 
refignation they devoted themfelves tc 
his command. 

Surely for confirmation we may take 
notice of the Time $ They have been kepi 
and obferyed for many * Ages, and ti*bf 
j doth 
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loctfl 3th not a little ftrengthen the firft Au- 
fth^iority; for if you prefcribeLawes to 
Jofeiy who were not under fuch beforehand 
e^dfuchLawes continue a long/eafon 
jiviolated, it will follow that thofe 
i nijawes being juft and good may yet en- 
sure : for that nothing hinders, but that 
lis private LegifUtive power may be in 
>rce, being neither contrary to Divine 
Civil Statutes, the Lawes of Nature, 


'cm* 


D20. 


why pofitive Law, or Cuftome of Na- 


^ons. 

ln( j) Tofonjeit may feeme a Grange thing 
ro jjiat our Authors name fhould not be 
jjjjnown ; to which we anfwer. 

^ Our Father indeed hath lien hid as be- 
D j C ig long lince dead, and his Brethren al- 
lC |iough they live and retaine in Record 
^nd Memory his Sacred Name 5 yet be- 
^aufeoffome fecret and weighty caufes, 
^re not willing to have his name orper- 
pn known. Befides they have a conti« 
(■e ual fucccfEon and genealogy from him 
, e ) themfelves ; and they received after- 
wards a Lampe from a known confede- 
ate and colleague of their Fraternity; 
hey can read the Authors foulein his 
- ookes,view the true Feature in the pift- 
t re, judge of the truth of the caufe by 
i the 
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the effc-ft ; whofe aft ions confirme thei fe 
goodnefle and finccrity j their hands arm 
let with eyes, fo that their beliefe god a 
beyond their fight ; whar other me*! 
foolilhly and ignorantly think incredibf % 
and vaine, they know to be reail ant a 
pofliblc. sfi 

Shall we deny that thofe men whj: 
were chofen and felefted to be of the Fra- k 
ternity, were unacquainted with oui]( 
Author/* Surely they were moll inti is 
mateand familiar with him, and perforce; 
ftied with alacrity what ever -he coin f 
manded or enjoyned them. it 

To thofe indeed to whom the know-l ! 
ledge of him v/as no benefit, he was not j 
neither was It neceflary that he fhoult 
be known, unlefie fuch perfons over curi- 
ous prycd into matters which concerr 
them not 5 for as it belongs not to us to 
have intelligence what defignes are in a i 
gitadon within the walls of Troy, or whc 
in India doth adminifter juftice orgivt 
Lawes ; fo like wife ought they not tc 
intermeddle with this Author and his 
Brethren altogether unknown to them, 
If we behold fmoake breathing out of an 
houfe, we prefently conclude that there 
is fire within. And why Ihould not we 

although 
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(h f hough the Father and the Fraternity 
si venotbeenfeenby outward eye, yet 
fa caufe of their workes, by the eye of our 
n» ndes difcern and fatisfie our felves 
diil incerning them ? We can paflea judge- 
iai rent upon a Tree by the fruit, although 
e fruit be plucked off; it fufficeth to 
*1 e knowledge of a man if welieare him 
Fra eake: Whence Socrates fpake thus to 
01 /oung vertuous man, but one that held 
mi s peace; fpeake ( faid hej that I may 
foi :arethee. A Dog difeovers hirnfelfe 
;a r his barking, a Nightingale by her 
reetchaunting notes; and we judge of 
31 1 other things according to their aft- 
m gs. And why then cannot we diftin- 
«| ai(h this our Author from cheats by his 
iri olitions and Lawes , fince it is the o-' 
alters whole dtfjgrie to delude? they 
in take gain of their tricks ; that which 
a ould be iarkfome to an ther, they take 
111 teafurein, and nuke a fport of dangers 
in id hazards. 

tr Our Author is namelefle, butyetwor- - 
oil iy of credit, unknown to the vulgar, 
o ut well known to his own Society. And 
an ime may ask the reafon of his conceal- 
ment. We know that the AndentPhi- 
tt ofophers counted themfelves happy in a 
>li private 
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private life ; and why may not Moderni* 
enjoy the fame priviledge, fince neceflic) n| 
may put thefe more upon it then them i ^ 
The World is now more burdned witL jj 
vvickednefle and impieties: Indeed th< ;i f ( 
whole Creation as it flowed from God , H 
was exceeding good, but mans fall hath \\ 
brought a curfe upon the Creatures. Pa- 
lidorus had not been fo credulous, couldii® 
he have forefeen his Fate; by whofe ex* a 
ample others have got wifdome, they, r,j 
dare not entruft themfelves with the rude* 
multitude, but fecrttly do withdraw j 
themfelves ; for commonly an handfomt;^ 
opportunity makesa Theife; and he that 
expofes his treafures upon an high hill 
to all mens eyes, invites Robbers. Men f 
called Homines have both their name and * 
nature ah humo , from the earth, whichfc 
lometimes being parched with extreametJ 
heat opens ; fometimes feemes to be 
drowned with floods; which depend upon 
the Sun, Winde,Showres, either of them c 
either yeilding no influence at at all, or 
exceeding in their operations. Even fo 
the niinde of man is not alwayes in the 
fame condition ; fometimes it enlargeth 
itfelfe in covetoufnefle, fometimes Vice 


is more pleafing to it then Virtue, and 


plundering 
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Sundering is prefer ’d before honefly and 
'jflice. But I would not be thought to 
icludeallmen in this cenfure ; for we 
tend oncly thofe who having neither 
afon nor learning, do differ very little 
J(l om the brute beans. 

111 1 Wherefore the Father of this Fraterni- 
N was not fo much careful of concealing 
111 mfelf in refpeft of his own intereff ; 
t: it herein he wifely confulted the good 
b< ;d welfare of his fucceflbrs and the 
w 'lole Fraternity. Shall we efteeme him 
vife man who is not wife for himfelfe f 
m 1 that Ariftippus , Anexarchus and many 
tb hers do worthily beare their dif- 
Sis aces. 


Every one by dangerous atcheivements 
® : d noble exploits can get renown ; and 
tii’fnehave grown famous by notorious 
an | d execrable villanies; As Heroftratu: 
b 10 fired the great Temple of Diana. : 
ipa ? t this our Author and his Succeffors 
hn aceale themfelves, very well knowing 
, c at a fling Honour and Popularity 
nfi riesin thetaile of it; not that they 
nb :e or fcorne humane Society, but that 
getb ymay as it were at a diflance behold 
Vic '! enormities of men, being onely 
0 Gators and not aftors, Democritus is 
G reported 
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reported to have put out his eyes that h 
might not fee the vanity and ctnptintff 
of the world in refpeft of goodneffe am 
vertue, and its fulnefle ofdeceit.luxury 
and all vice : But our Author and hi 
Succtfforsh»v. e taken a very wife courf 
to conceale themfelVes : no man tha 
would exaftly fee an objeft,will fixe botlr 
his eyes upon it ; neither will a wife mat 
put himfelfe into the hands of tithe 
Mercury orMarS) they being Patron 1 c 
The fts and Robbers; • neither will h 
entruft himlelfe with Jupiter or Ap >1 
fince that the one is arm.d with thunoei 
bolts, the other with arrowes, by whit } 
the unfortunate Hjetcintbm peril!’ ed, an 
was Metamorpholed into a flower beat fil 
ring his name. - la 
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CHAP. III. 


Concerning the general intent and 
“ effcS of thefe Lamer roith the par- 
ticular Circumfiances of Place 9 
Tinte } Meaner 3 and the End. 


u. 1 , , 

HTTEhave already at large difconrfed 
W of the maker and efficient caufe 
ks f thefe Lawes; now we (hall treat of 
leir Efle&s and Circumfiances. 

That is properly termed an effeft 
hich in all points agrees with its caufe- $ 
) that if our Author Was an upright 
lan, thefe LaWes which flow from hid* 
all iikeWife be good, it being a very rare 
M ling to fee a vertUous ofl-fpring degene* 
‘ ite from their Parents and Ancefiors. 

It is evident enough that thefe Lawts 
0 arifwer their intention , by that order 
ldfirrae knot of friendffiip which yet 
Mitihues amongft that Honorable So- 
C 2 ciety ; 
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ciety; forifReafon, Nature, and Truth, l 
had not juflified their pioceedings, 
doubtlefle they had long fince been ruin- 
ed and come to nothing. Many indeed 
aime well ,but yet hit not the marke ; and 
we know that a hidden ftorme croflts the 
endeavour and delire of the Mariner in 
arriving at his fafe Haven : even lo he 
that lets hitnfelfe to any noble exploit, 
fhall finde blocks in his way % and if he 
goes thorow with it, God fliould have due \ 
thankes by whefe providence and blef- ( ^ 
fing he obtaines fo nappy an iflue. ^ 

Hitherto thefe Brethren have not re- j, 
pented of their condition, neither will . 
they ever, being fervants to the King d 
Kings, all the fruits of their labours they L 
dedicate tohim. Religion with them iu,, 
in greater efteeme then any thing in the 
World ; as well in the Book of natun, j 
as the written word they read and fludji. 
Gods Omnipotency, his Providence anti^ 
his Mercy } they account it their duty t<„ 
helpe and relieve the poor and opt 
prefled j and furely fuch aft ions becom, 
Chriflians) fo unworthy a thing it L r 
that Heathens and Turkes fliould out , 
flripe us in them ! _ 


It is not neceflary that any fhoul 
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mow their place of meeting, but they 
® vhom it properly concerns. We are 
ure that it is not in Vtopia , or amongft 
8 the Tartars, but by chance in the middle 
bf Germany, for Europe feemes to re- 
emble a Virgin, and Germany to be her 
“ belly ; it is not decent that a Virgin 
hould difcover her felfe, left flie rather 
>)e accounted a Strumpet then a Virgin ; 
etitfuffice that we know her not to be 
y - jarren ; to have conceived, yea and 
*• >rought forth this happy Fraternity: 
ilthough hers is a Virgin-wombe, yet 
he have teem’d with many rare and un- 
known Arts and Sciences. We meane 
Germany which at prefent flowrifticth 
md boundeth with R.ofes and Lilies,' 
growing in Philofophical gardens where 
rude hand can crop or fpoile them. 
The Hefptrian Nymphs have their a- 
>ode here ; JEglc, Heretufa , and Hefpre- 
uja , with their golden boughes,left they 
igaine become a prey to Hercules , are 
•iere fecured. Here are Geryons vaft bulls 
faire and fife paftures ; neither Cacus t 
lor any malicious perfon can fteale or 
berfecuce them. Who can deny that the 
3olden Fleece is here, or the princely 
Sarden of Mars and Aeta who is feigned 
C 3 to 
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to be Son of F bed us and Phaetons Brother? 
here are fed the Iheep and oxen of the ' 
Sun called ?fcudts s whence is derived the • 
word Pecunia, Money the Queen pf the 
World. 

Itwouldbetono purpofe to fpeake of ^ 
themeanesby which tnefe things: have 
been deduced from their firft Author ; 1 
fince that the Brethren in their Book en- ‘ 
tituled their Fame and Con fell; on, and 
in other writing have at largedecjared 
them. He brought them firft from Ara- 
bia into Germany his native Country, and 
then designed to make up the Fraternity ; 
and thefe made the firft part of the Book / 
called M- of which there is fo much men- 1 ‘ 
tion in their Fatna ; which was afterward 
tranflated out of Arabicke into hatinc,' ® 
out of which Book M. they learned many* ' 
Myfterks, andm it as in a glafifethey » 
cleared) fa w the Anatomy and Idea of , l 
the Univerfe • And doubtlefle (hortly- , 
they will kt the Book M. come abroad < 
into the Wor d, that thofe who covet; , 
after knowledge may receive fatisfa&ion; i 
nay I confidently believe that happy day • 
to be at hand ; fo may we judge of the “ 
Lion by his Paw; for as the tbbingsf. 
and Sowings of the Sea ( as Bf films Va~ 1 

lent in us 
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mini; sports ) doth carry much Wealth 
<J>Y* domes; fo thefe items 

;-iv w# ifuu publ'.cke view, having much 
if t, tnujt the Worlds Harmony foniuch 
J H d b>j P)th^or^ y may yeildusno 
Hi.- profit and content. 

Nether hath it been ever known that 
Wo have bten fo much alike as this to 
he M. yes this F. is tb e M • neither muft 
ve ex peft another M. 

The end for which thefe Lawes were 
nade was the common good and benefit 
vhich partly belongs to the Brethren 
hem (elves, and partly refpefts others, 
ither in their mindes or bodies to the 
urnilhir.g of that with knowledge, and 

0 the remedying of the difcafe6 of the 
>ther ; for they being ambitious to 
irofit and advantage others, havetaken 

1 ccurfe futable to their intentions. 

But if any (hall object and fay that they 
lave not confulted their own fafety, 
hefe things will confute $ as alfo that 
hey have endeavoured the good and 
velfare of others. 

In this cafe the feales hang very even, 
nclining neither to the one nor other, 
nd the firft Unity Is equivalent to the 
c ! ifth, or fecond and third linked together ; 

C 4 A every 
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every one( as the Proverbe hath it) will 
chriften hisownchtlde firft; and Rivers 
(asthe Wifeman fpeakes) fireame not 
out, unleffe the fountaine is full ; he 
gives belt, that gives fo to one that he 
may give oftentimes. 

But when were thefe Lawes firftpro- 
mulgated,you may learne out of the Fa- 
una by chance about the yeare 141 3 1 
If he was borne in the yeare 1378. and 
travelled at 16. yearesofage, he was out 
6, yeares, and returned at the end of8. 
butexpefted 5 -yeares before he brought 
'his buunefle to any end, and gave his 
Lawes : But thefe things are rather 
conje&ural then certaine, in regard that 
we want the Hiftory in which they are 
diftinftly fet down.’ 


.i' t. 
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rjlCT’TE are now come to treat* more 
fi ! VV particularly of each Law, and we 
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CHAP. IV. 

9f the Firfi La tr, and the excellency of 
Medicine above other ArtsjQTohich 
the Brethren are devoted , ' , ~ » 


will begin with the firft, vii 

That whoever of them lhall travel, 
t muft profeffe Medicine and cure gratis 
without any reward. 

Neceffity hath forced men toinvent 
Arts for their help j ' curiofity hath fet 
others on worke to fatisfie Fancy, and 
luxury hath not been idle in feekingout 
meanes to pleafe it felfe : Now amongft 
thefe Arts and Inventions, fome are more 
noble and excellent, both in refpe&of 
themfelves , as alfo in the eftimation of 
men. Do not we count it a Divine and 
Majeftical thing to govern t what more 
glorious then to wage War with fuc- 

cefle l 
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Ceffe ? There are Merchants, Handi- 
ctaftftnen, and Husbandmen, in a Com- 
mon" wealth, and every one afts in his 
proper fphere. In any profound point 
in E)mnicy we confulc the able Clergy j 
in a doubtful and fubtllc cafe we go to 
an able and honefi Lawyer ; in defperate 
ficknefle we feekc^o an experienced and 
learned Phyfician : But Medicipe feems 
defervedly to haye the prehc'ninence j 
foraPhyutian in ficknefle govern cs the 
Emperour, prefcribes Rules and DireftK, 
ons which the Lawyer cannot do j 'for 
the Lawgiver being prefent,the Law hath 
no force, aqd may be changed and alee—, 
red at his pleafure who firft inftituted 
them. . 

The Phyfitian likewife fights with the 
difejfies of mans body , and hath Ibarpe 
battels With them, he overcome* to pre- 
ferving or reftoring health almoft loll, 
and decayed. Hence Arijlo'.le places health ; 
amongft thofe things in which all men 
agree j for every one khowes that it is •' 
be(t,and defires to be well, and in the j 
next place to J)e rich and wealthy. 

Wherefore a Phyfitians employment 
is fofar from being contemptible, that it ■ 
is concerned in a mans cheifeft outward .1 

good J 
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ted and happineflc, in maintaining 
aith and cerina difeafes, God at firft 
iated man ; Nature Gods handmaid 
' nduccth to the generation of him from 
e feed of both Sexes ; and it is the Phy- 
ians office to recover man difeafed,and 
reftore him to his native health, fo that 
is Art hath much in it of Divinity, 
ving the fame fubjeft with theCrea- 
'm and Generation, viz. Man whobe- 
g created after the Image of God* was 
s by Creation, being begotten was 
jatures by Generation ; nay Chrift hira- 
* Ife being incarnate did not difdain to 
: as well as the Phyfitian of thefoule, 
alfotobethe Phyfitian of the body, 
he Prophets amongft the Ifraelitespra- 
iced. Phyfick , ThePriefts amongft the 
igyptians out of whofe number the 
ings were chofen. Laftly great Princes 
ive fludied this Art, not covet oufly for 
le reward, but that they might help the 
:ke. We have heard of fome who ha- 
ng flaine many in a juft War, yet to 
rare themfelves have freely given Phy- 
ck, doing good to men to expiate the 
urt they had formerly done. '* »•" 

Wherefore fince the Profedlon of Pby- 
ck is fo high fo noble and facred, we 

need 
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need not admire that aroongft, other Art 3 
and Sciences inwhiththey ex cell, thef 
Brethren of the Honourable '• Societ) 
fiiould chufe and prefer this above then * 
all.r I confidently believe that they 
knowing the moftintimatefecretsof Na- 
ture 5 can naturally produce very ftrang<<i 
effe&s, which may as much amaze an ig- 
norant Spettatorj'as the Gorgtns head ! 
bu Medicine was dearer to them, as beinf 
qf moft profit and greateft value. 

But. fome perhaps may exclaime again! 
thefe Brethren , faying that they are no 
Phyfitiins,but meere Empericks who in 
trade upbnPhyfick: Such indeed (houlc 
firft look at home, and then abroad, 
confefle that few of the Brethren havi 
h^df; their education, but yet they an 
great Schollars* not .frelh or rawe ir 
profound learning, but the greateft pro- 
ficients. They compound that Medicim 
which they adminifler, it being as it weri 
the;marrow of the great World. v7 
ojTo fpeake yet more plainely, then 
Medicine is Fromethtus his fire which by 
the affiftance Qf Minerva he ftole from th< 
Sun,i nd conveyed it into man ; although 
difeafesand maladies were afcerwardsby 
the gods f as the Poets feigne ) inflitted 


on 
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tfc i men, yet the Balfome of Nature was 
ill ore powerful then the difiempers t 
odd his fire was fpread over all the World 
dj inducing to the good both of body and 
dy ;ind, in freeing the one from infirmities, 
f(j, ie other from greivous paflionsj for 
:iD , othingdoth morechear and make glad 
uj re heart of man then this Univerfal Me- 
lca J iciae ; precious ftones wrought into 
jdu abtile powder, and leafe-gold are the 
ngredients of this powder commonly 
,jj, ailed Edel hertz fulver : JEfchilus doth 
!„, ,ttribute the invention of Pjremancjy the 
3 j, ompofition of Medicines, the firftwor- 
ot l ;ing upon Gold,lron,and other mettfls, 

[( j 0 Prometheus ; hence the Athenians ere- 
I,,, led an Altar common to him, Vulcan 
j. ,ind Pallas^ confidering how much fire 
( j ronduced to the finding out of the (ecrets 
3[( of nature ; But we mull know that a 
d,, .fourfold fire is required to bring this Me- 
(3 iicine to perfeftion, and if one of them 
is wanting, the whole labour is loft. 

Iti ' ..." ,« r ..%' 
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Chap. V. 

•I n • 

J. hat the Cure of difeafes by fpecificki 
remedies of occult quality yvhtch th> 
Fraternity ujeth , is mo ft futabb 
to nsansNafUre 9 and prevalent a- 
gain ft alldtftentpers. 

W Emuftnotby what hath been hi- 
therto fpoken fuppofe that tht 
Brethren ufe Medicines which arc not na- 
tural; for they have Vegetables and Mi- 
nerals) but they having a true know- 
ledge of the fecret and occult operation 
•f things, know what will be tnOft effe- 
ctual for their purpofc. 

They have their Pancbrefia , their Poly 
cbreflay their Manus Cbrifli, and other 
great titles; their Narcotieas and Alex- 
ipbarmacay of which Galen and others do 
much boaft, thinking them a prcfent help 
at adead lift; and to colour their cheats,’ 
ftriftly command that none (ball either 
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prefcribe or give them without a large 
tee, as if the price added vertue to them, 
and the effe&did much depend upon the 
coft. 

The Brethren alfo have variety of Me- 
dicines ; fome called Kings, fome Prin- 
fome Nobles, and others Knights, 
f({ each one being denominated according 
ill to its excellency and worth ; But we 
id muft take notice that they prefcribe not 
according to the purfe, but the infirmity 
of the Patient 5 neither do they defire 
a reward before hand ; they likewife fie 
not a childes (hoe to an old man, becaufe 
lUfa due proportion ought to be carefully 
til lobferved ; a dram is fufficient for the one, 
and an ounce of the fame Medicine for 
other. Who would not think it ab- 
ut furd to apply the fame Plainer to the 
joti hardned and brawny hand of a Plow- 
tft man, and to the delicateand neat hand 
of a Schollar or Gentleman ? 
puM He that praftifeth Phyfick aright doth 
ulitt confider the different temper of perfons 
lit in the fame difeafe, as a learned Judge 
s do doth not alwayes give the fame judge- 
tilt mentinthe fame caufe, which circum- 
ftances may very much alter: The Bre- 
thren loolC chiefly tb the confutation of 

the 
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the Patient, and do accordingly pre- 
scribe. • 

They jhave in all things experience tcfc 
confirme their knowledge 3 they ufevery « 
choice Vegetables which they gather’''' 
when they are impregnated with heaven- 
ly influences , not deluded with com-la 
mon idle Aftrological. notions, but cer- fc| 
tainly knowing at. what time they have Jd 
received a fignature effeftual to fuchan 
end ; and they apply thefe Vegetables to 
Such difeafes for which they were inten-L, 
ded. 

? It is a moft irrational thing when na-k, 
ture hath afforded us Ample Medicines w |j 
to cor reft and a mend its deficiences, that ^ 
we (hould mixe and compound with qua' 
lities hotj cold, moift, and dry, fothat 
one SpeciAck being perhaps fecretly of a 
contrary 'operation to another ingre- 
dient, the proper vertues of both, if not 
loft, yet are much diminilhed. t y 

The Galcnifts fay that the firft Quali- 
ties do alter, that the Second do either 
thicken or attenuate, and fo foolilhly andj ^ 
ignorantly of the .reft : Whereas each :j . 
Vegetable hath in it.verme eflentially to l( , 
chafe away that difcafe to which it may )tl 
rightly be applied. It is here in Medicine 
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i in an Army, if each Sotilch'er falls out 
ith the ©I her, or they mutiny againft 
reir Commander, the enemy gets 
ff rength, and makes ufe of their weapons 
> flay them. 

o Some may ask, wh?t is here meant by 
oecifice#* 1 atifwer that I intend that 
hich the illiterate Galenijls calls an oc- 
itc Quality, becaufe it is neither hot, 
lid, moift, nor dry j, becaufe indeed 
nine profound knowledge was above 
a eir reach or tmderftanding. 

Valcjcus de Taranta, lib. 7 . cap. It. 
fines or defaibes the Galenical occult 
uality. A queftion is fiarted how a 
Jicuft hanged about the neck doth cure 
^uartane ? To which they anfwer, 
at if thefe Empirical Medicines have 
y fuch vertue, they have it from their 
cult Quality* which contains the Spe- 
W ick form of the diftemper conjoined 
th the influence of the Stars : but then 
: may ask what that totall propriety is? 
is icrrboes calls it a Complexion ;■ others 
1 that it is the fubflantial form of it 
mpound body \ fome will have it to be 
e whole mixture, viz. The Form, the 
ttter,and Complexion, which Avicen- 
lidif names the whole fubftance, when he 
D fald 
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faid that a body hath neither operation ,i ffl 
from the Matter nor Quality, but the L 
whole Subftance or Compofition. 

But to fpeak truely and clearly as it 
becomes Phil ofophers, we hold thatthere 
is a natural vertue and certain predeffi* 
nation flowing from the influence of hea* 
venly bodies, fo particularly difpofing 
the Form to be introduced, that it is (as it 
were ) determined to its proper objeft, 
whereby, after due preparation of the 
matter, and conjunction of the form, the 
whole Subftance or mixed body necefla- 
riljrproduces a proportionable effeCt. 
And Avicenna perhaps meant thus much 
whence Arncldus in his* Book Ve CauJ, ;5 l 
Sterilitatis , faith that the peculiar pro 
priety of a thing is its nature which pro 4 { 
ceeds from the rigljt difpofition of tht ,„j ( 
parts to be mixed, and this is called at ' 
occult Quality, to moll men unknowr 
becaufe of its difficulty. Hence it i; 
that Nature is Ailed a Complexion, noL 
becaufe it is fo properly, and found ou ^ 
by reafon, its fecrets being onely difco 
vered by experiment and practice : bj |f tt 
this the underAanding knows that ex jj, 


perienceis above reafon; becaufe ther ^ 


are fo many experiments of which w 
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un give no rational account, nor finde 
ut any method to fadsfie our felvcs 
sncerning them, g. 

By what hath hitherto been fpokcn, it 
ainly appears that the whole propriety 
Tany thing is not the Complexion 5 for 
it were fp, all tilings which have the 
me propriety ,wculd cpnfcquently have 
e fame complexion, which is falfe ; .for 
ubarb and "tamarinds^ from their whole 
opriety do attract and draw chpler, 
d yet are not of the fame complexion, 
hus Vakfcui. t , 

It is therefore evident that the true 
opriety of Medicinal' things is ondy 
'iown by experiment, and not by the 
Ife Galenical rules of Art, which do not 
ve us light' into the nature of any 
nple. For in (lance, confider.the Rofe, 
fends forth a moft pleafant perfume, 
disof a rqddy lovely colour, notin 
! fpeft of the Quality cold and dry , but 
that proper vertue eflentially in it 5 
ither can there be any deduction from 
ofe Qualities being not fubjeft to Taft, 
Feeling, to Hearing, and confequently 
me at all, becaufe Specificks have ano- 
er original. 

How are the firft Qualities obferved* 
Da not 
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not from their efience and nature, but a 
fenfe difcovers them , whence reafor' 1 
draws a concluRo* : But we fee no 
how reafoti candetermine concerning th|!| 
Qualities of aRofe, whether it is hot, 
cold, moift, and dry, unitile it hath beet 
informed by the fenles, as by the colour 
fent,tafte, or touch. 

But thefe Rules are altogether uncer 
tain and fallacious, and there are mor 
experiments to overthrow then to con 


Vu 


firme them ; for who dare affirm that a 


cold things have no fent, that all ho 


things hare fent ? that all fented thing 


are hot, that all that have no fent ar 


«ll( 


cold; or. that white things are coldo , 
' hot,that red things are hotter then whitt . 
or contrarily that bitter things are ho 


-narcotick cold ? &c. for O/iaw, the fpr. . 


of wine, the Rofe and more things wi.. 
confute fuch an opinion 5 fo that tb 
Qualities do depend upon fuch uncei 
tainties in refpeft of every Ample, that i . 
is far better to truft to experience t V 
fearch into the fecrets of Nature, the ( 
vainly to triftie away time in gatherin a jjf 
the fecond Qualities from the nrft, an 
the tViird from the fecond, or to gai 
reafon by, fenfe ; a thing moftridiculou 

unleA 
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\ * * 
nleffe it be in the cure of difeafes where 
! ie Qualities are in confufion. 

When the JEgjptians underflood this, 
fludied and mofl efteemed of that 
'byfick which was experimental, and 
ot otional ; and therefore they ufed to 
iace their Sick perfon in the ftreets, that 
■ any one ot the people that palled by 
id laboured under the famedifeafe, he 
light tell the Specifick remedy ‘with 
hichheivas cured 5 whence it fome* 
mes (ofallsout that an old woman or 
Emperick in fome certain difeafes 
ay effeft more by one proper fpecifick, 
fen many Phyfitians by their methods 
id Iongcourfes. 

I would not be mifunderftood, as if 
iere were no judgement to be ufed in the 
'(miniflration of*Phyfick, but that ex- 
:rience (hould be theonely guide; Me* 
cine whether fpeculadve or pra&ical, 
ufl concur and meet in truth: I fay 
muflnotas to the invention or pre- 
ription of Phyfick trufl too much to 
eafon enformed falfly concerning the 
iture of things, but when experience 
tth confirmed us ' in myfteries and 
crets,becaufe reafon is too weak* lighted 
reach them,we muft not perverfly flight 
Dj them. 
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them, difefteeming envioufly tvhat we 
cannot attain. 

I do not account him a rational Phy-^p 
fitian who hath onelya large fcrowleor 
bill of Simples in his memory, and can 
diftinttly tell you what are hot in the 
firft degree .what in the fecond, what in 
the third, and can ‘run thorow the fecond 
Qualities and third ; and if at anytime 
he is called to a Patient, from this rabbit 
as from the belly of the Lrojane hofli 
iflue many Receipts, many bands, wljer 
he is ignorant of the moft inconfiderabl 
Simple, and knows not how rightly tt 
apply it : - Shall hot he who underftand 
and is well acquainted with his Mfdi 
cines,be of more repute? A few felef 
preferiptions that are infallible and effe 
ftualto the cure, are ^f more worth thei 
*a rude multitude of Galenical Receipts. 

We have’indecd now fo great vat iet 
of Medicines, that it puzzles a Phyfitia 
more to chtjfe what is befl then to invent 
for it is not the abundance of retaedit 
that overcomesa difeafe, but the vet tti 
method, order, and choice of time in 
place, that give fticcefle. 

We.read in Hiftories of the couras 
and skill of a Sfartane King, who wit 
•- a ban 
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a band of 4O0. flout Lacedemonians pollen- 
led the ftreights by which Xerxes fliould 
pails with, an Army, ..0O700000. and 
made there a great flaughter of them j 
when the infuldng Perfian boafted that 
they would clofe the Sun with their ar- 
rows ; the Spartairte King anfwered that 
then we will fight in the (haddow. 

By thefe examples it appears that a 
sfeleft company of choice fouldiers have 
great advantage againft a confuted mul- 
titude ; And why are nota few choice 
remedies beyond an heap of vain receipts? 
Some have faid that an Army is com- 
pleat that hath an hundred thoufand $ 
and if the number exceeds, it will be tu- 
multuous, and in no order and difci- 
pline. We may aflfert the like of Medi- 
cine, if it increafeth to a great number, it 
rather kills then cures ; for every Spe- 
cifick waging war or being oppofite 
to another, muft neceflarily difturb Na- 
tures peace and tranquillity. 
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Although other Thyjttiatts may (hal- aj 
lenge 9 as indeed they deferve } a due to 
reward 3 yet the Brethren do cure l,£ 
gratis^ not valuing money . 

' 3 
: :k 

W E read in Hiftory that great per- i 
fons, Kings and Princes, have j, 
entertained famous and, {earned Phyfi- ■, 
tians, not onely allowing them a confi- j 
derahle annual ftipend, but have raifed , 
them to great preferment and honour: !r 
Eraf-ftra'ius fc>und out the difeafe of An- 
tiocbusyviK.his love of his mother in Law, 
of which he recovered him, and received jj 
of his Son Piolomj ap hundred Talent* t 
Demcides reftores the Tyram Volycrales 
for two Talents of Gold ; The fame 
perfon for curing Darius had given to; 

him 
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m a very rich chaine of Gold, and two 
jlden Cups. Jacobus CoUerms Phyfi- 
an to Lems the fecond King of Francc t 
id 50000. Crowes yearely paid hitn } 
id ‘Ihaidtus the Florentine got J>o 
rownes daily, travelling op and down* 

> cure the ficke. 

The reward and gaines Phyfick bring- 
h in hath cauftd many Scudents to 
nploy all their time and labour therein , 
ho for the moft part look more to the 
rofit then health of their Neighbour, 
dgood of the Common-wealth; If 
e indeed confider to how many infirmi- 
es we are fubjeft, we (hall finde Phyfick 

> be as ncceflary as food and raiment i 
rid then able Fhyfitiaps are to be fought 
>r, who may judicioufly admirfifterit* 
utnoman will employ all his paines, 
oft, and labour, in that of which he (hall 
:apnoharveft; who will beanothers 
rrvant for no wages 1 Will a Lawyer 
lead without his Fee ? neither is there 
ny injun&ionor law tocommandand 
blige a Doftor to cure for nothing; It 
70uld be very hard and rigorous, if any 
nan (hould be forced to give away what 
roperly belongs to him. Menecrates 
he Syrttcufan had nothing for his paines 

but 
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blit affe&tfd Divinity ; he would b*|ht 
thought and accounted Jupiter , which* 
was worfe then if he had required a re L 
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ward finable to his Calling. 

’ The Brethren are fo far from receiving 
a Fee, that they fcorneit ; fofarfron 
vain glory of their fucceffe,. that thejjjj 
will not have fuch a favour aeknow 
They have not one Medicin 
man, another for the poor 
but.cqually refpeft both; frequent in vifi 
ting, comforters m*afiliftion, and relie 
verspf the poor 3 Their labour is thei 
reward* their paines to them gain; n 
Mice or other Vermine can diminiffi thei 
heap, no Dragon or wild Bead can eithe 
poifon or exhauft their Fountain. 

Ccelius Lib. 16; Cap. la tells use 
fhilo a Phyfitian, who found outcertai 
Medicines which he called ike Hands 1 
the gods $ but this great Title was but a 
Ivie hung out for a' Ihew to take the eye 
of theSpe&atoursj to furprife the ear< 
of the Hearers, which promifed mor 
then they performed,, andrather delude 
thenh^lpedany, having a glorious oui 
fide* but within dregs and corrupt : Bu 
the Brethren although they have the pio 
efficacious Medicines in the World, y< 

• ; A the 
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hey had rather conceal the Vertues then 
* >oaft of them ; their Ponders perhaps 
u nay be accounted a little Cinaber or 
orae flight ftuffe, but they effect more 
hen feems to be expe&ed froth them.* 
They pofiefle the Phalaia and 
Mius; the Nepenthes that drives away for- 
ow of Hcriier and frifmegiftus^ theOynt- 
nentofGold, the fountain of Jupiter 
Hammn 9 which at night is hot* at noon 
s cold, lukewarme at fu» rifingand fee- 
ling 5: fdi* they contemn gaines and in- 
come by their poffdhon, neither arejthey 
Enticed with Honour or Preferment 5 
:hey arenotfooverfeen as one of whom 
'fully fpeakes, who wrote againft others 
affeftation of efteeme, and placed his 
name in theFrontifpeice of his Book that 
'he might be more known 5 they embrace 
fecurity,and are not buried but live and 
f are aftive in filence. 

Is not this a rare Society of men who 
are injurious to none, but Peek the A good 
1 and happineflfe of aH, giving to each 
perfon what appertains to him ? Thefe 
Brethren do not adore therifing Sun, 
mee’re Parafites,who conforme themfelves 
to the becks of great men, their words 
1 and a&ions are masked with cheats, 

1 
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It is reported that the Statue of Diana 
by Art was fo framed,that if a prefent was 
brought to her by a Pilgrime, (he would 
{hew a cheareful and pleating counte- 
nance ; but if any one came empty Hie 
frowned, was angry, and feemed to 
threaten: even fo is the whole World, 
wherein all things are fubjeft to Gold i 
this duftofthe earth is of no value with 
them, becaufe thofe things are low in 
their eyes which others much adore. 
They had rather finde out a Myftery in 
Nature then a Mine j and as Gold ferves 
to help forward their (iudies, fo they 
cfteeme of it : They wilh and are ambi- 
tious of the age of Solomon wherein there 
wag fo great plenty at Jerufalem as tiles 
on the houfes,fi!ver as common as (tones 
in the ftreec : fo in the golden age its 
ufe was not known $ men were contented 
with what Nature freely afforded them, 
living friendly under the Government of 
the father of the family, without broiles, 
luxury, pride, much leflc war. 
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Chap. VII. 
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I Abttfes in Medicine eenfured $ as the 

long bills for ojientation , that the 
jj Thy fit toys may not feeme an Entpe - 
, rick) and for the Apothecaries gain y 
tj without refpett to the benefit and 
j purfe of the difeafed, when a fete 

II choice Simples might do the cure. 

* 

y 

® W'TTE daily fee how many weeds 
d VV fprung from Gold, have and do 
1 ftill overrun the whole World; it hath 
s* notonely overthrown Cities, deftroyed 
*1 Common- wealthes, but alfo hath corrup- 
ted the Arts, and of Liberal made them 
almofi Servil. 

Let usa little (palling by the reftj caft 
our eyes upon Medicine, whofe ftreames 
. the further they have ran from the Foun- 
tain, the more dire and mire theyhave 

drunk 
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drunk up, and now at laft they are ful 
of ftanch and filthineile. We before hav P r [ 
faid that NatUFcir contented with a lit 
tie, which holds good as well in fickneff 
as in health; for the more fimple diet is ^ 
the eafier it is digtfiechbecaufe it is har* 5 
to turn many heterogeneous things int< 
one fabftance * fo likewife in difeafes 
the variety of Ingredients diftra&s, if. no 
totally hinders Nature in her operation 
in regard (lie ftruggles not oncly with th tip 
infirmity but the very remedy ; and houf j 
Can thofe things which are oppbllte; 
fight amongft themfelves, procure and 
maintain peace ? 

We tonfefle that a judioiSus compofi* ^ 
tion is neceflary, becaufe one (imple fpe< 
cifick cannot confer to the cure of com- 
plicated diftempers ; fo that morefitnpU 
united may effeft that which one Could ^ 
not; neither Would we be thought fo ^ 
abfurd as toqu*ftion fogood and requi- 
re a Method. 

That which we complain of is the great 
multitude of Omnium gatherum put toge- 
ther of Hearbs, Roots, Seeds, Flowers, 
Fruits, Barkes, hot or cold, in the firft, ^ 
fecorid, and third, degree; fo that you 
(hall have thirty, forty?* or more Ingre- la 
' * . dients 
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; fjj ntsin one Receipt, to fhew the Me- 
in, ry and Art of a dull and blcckilh 
ilii yfitian,and to help the knavilh App- 
i t f cary, who extolls his gain forlear- 
ij, Inene, -the quick utterance of his drugs 
, s experimental knowledge. 

!n t On the contrary, if any one making 
j' r nfcience of wfaat he undertakes (hall 
Dc ifcribe a few rare and approved 
M tnples ( as that famous Crato did , Phy- 
tl, jan to three Ca furs') he (hall be thought 
c , Ignoramus, if not a meer Empyrick 5 
c , hough he excell thofe Receiptmon- 
rs by far in all parts or learning. 

Take notice how the Apothecaries 
^ ghta lhort though effectual Bill, * be- 
pj ufe it brings in little profit 5 but if they 
reive one a Cubit long, they blefie 
^ emfelves; and thus the Patient pays 
r his ficknefle, when if he recovers, his 
( c irfe will be fick. 

jj, Confiderhow -injurious thefe ,are to, 
ich perfon and the Common- wealth 5 
deflrcying the one they diminifhthe 
( . tber} for if they remain, yet are they- 
ij, poor members thereof 5 the difeafe is 
9 ! rot rafted by the contrariety of Medi- 
J nes, and Nature weakned : We account 
j. abfurd vflftn a firaight way leads to 
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the wood, for hafte to countermarch and ri 
make windings which may confound er 
and not further ; multitude breeds ini 
moft things Confufion, but efpeciallyin 
Medicine, when the eflences of Simples arc d 
not known. id 

We may fetch examples to confirmd® 
this from a Court, where if every one atl it 
the fame time may plead and declare his id 
opinion, the cafe would be made more # 
intricate, fo far Would they be from de- ti 
ciding the cohtroverfy : Wherefore a ffl 
few wife Counleliers on each fide will » 
clearly Hate the Cafe, and bring it to a ! It 
Hidden and fafe determination. The it 
fame difeord will appeareih Phyfick, ifiti 
each Simple in the fame difeafe (hould v. 
have its operation, when a few feleft ones! hi 


li 


may quickly do thebufinefle. 

It is therefore ain expedient coUrfe 
out of many things to chufe a few, out 
of thofe that are good to pick the beft, 
which may a (lift and ftrengthen Nature 
in her conflict ; if thefe obfervationS 
were taken notice of, a Phyfitian would 
Dot be reputed able for his largerudei 
Bills, but for the Quality of his Ingre- 
dients; the Apothecary would have more ft 
cuftomc,bccaufc men would not be frigh- 
ted 
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wl with the charge, and dye tofaveex- 
;enccs, but willingly fubmit to aneafy 
honeft cure. 

Every thing is not to be cfteemed ac- 
ording to its bulk $ we fee that brute 
eafts in body and quantity exceed a 
tan; but yet the leffe being Rational and 
ife doth govern the other i a little 
old is more worth then an heap of 
ioi|)neSj then a Mine of bafe mettals $ fo 
Medicine, a fmall quantity may have 
ore vertUe in it then a great meafure of 
!. iany Simples. 

to It is fufficiently known to wife men, 
Tl at the fame hearbs do alter under fe- 
Iji ral Climates ; and that which is inno- 
ou! it in one may be poifon in another 5 
oni iierefore it is not fafe to Compound 
it a, Arabia , America , Germany, and 
Art tlahd together } for the Sun and 
91 inets have a different influxe upon this 
y that Country, and accordingly alter 
jtut 1: Planets ; Nay we cannot be ignorant 
[joi! it the fame feild abounds, as with 
olilJ .olefome fo with venemous hearbs ; 
;I oili have examples of this truth in Mine* 
Qgir s } for common fait alone is harme- 
oon r e, as alfo your vulgar Mercury ; but 
hefe two be fublimsd together they 
td E beconV 


lbeMyfterksandLave.es 


become venemous and ranke poifon : 
but perhaps lome may think that this 
proceeds from Mercury ; which indeed is 
falfe; for it may be brought by Art to 
run again,and then its innocency returns 
fo likewife the fpirit of Vitriol may bt 
taken without danger mixed with ano 
ther liquor, and the water of Salt-Petei 
may be received into the body ; but i 
thefe two be diftilled together, the] 
make a water that will eat any mettl 
except Gold, and certain death to an;i s‘ 
one that (hall take it ; but if you add. , 
to the former Armoniacks, its flrength 
increafed, and it will reduce Gold int| 
a watry and fluid fubftance, yetitsnatui 
is pure and perfeft. 

It may be obje&ed that Treacle, M 
tbridate, and Confeftion of Hamet 
with others were compounded of mar 
Simples, which being after long ferine 
tat ion well dtgefied became mofi fov 
raign remedies, and have been in ufe a 
moll 6co. years, and have helped mat 
thoufands of people. 

We deny not but thele compofitto 
are excellent, and have been in gr< 
etteme in foregoing and latter Ages; 1 
likewife approve perhaps of fixhundi ^ 
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more, if they are grounded upon expe- 
rience; for they who firft invented thefe 
11 Medicines did not conlider whether th< 
1K Qualities were hot or cold, but to their 
:rl Nature and Ellen ce, as they either refilled 
i*poifon, or conduced to the Evacuation 
I 04 of ill Humours in the body, as in Treacle 
there is vipers flefh, : and many others of 
the fame vertue. Our difcourfe is againft 
“ he vain extemporary oftentation in pre- 
scribing of Medicines compounded of 
,a! 5 Jants hot, dry, cold, and moift, in this 
“ ; nd that degreed 

F We knew a Phyfitian who was Wont to 
11111 'oaft that he knew not any one particu- 
11111 ir experiment, but all remedies were 
, like to him refpeftive, the firft, fecond, 

: i " nd tilird Qualities : and this furely 
Proceeded from his ignorance of what 
fflJ! ’a<! to be known; but a wife and prudent 
tmc )} r i r fearches more narrowly; and de- 
I fc* tends to particulars ; For indeed it is 
-'"lore eafiy by general rules to paflea 
011 tdgemen t of SiftijileSjthen by experience 
, • finde out the proper vertti'e of Sped- 
: i l0l :ks ; and the reafon is becaufe each 
ii ? 1 mplchath' tt peculiar property which 
si .flinguilheth icfrom another, aud fome- 
iWue* contrary ; riay the Qualities da 
^ E * not 
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not onely differ in refpeft of others, but 1 1 
the fame Simple may have effefts diffe- 
ring in it felfe, as it appears in Rubarb, 
which in refpedt of its firft Qualities, j 3 
hot and dry, it doth encreafe Choler in it 
mans body , but in refpeft of its eflence . 
andfpecjfick nature it purgethit. To: 
paffe by Opium and Vinegar with many is 
others, we fee how the fame thing in their Sp 
firft, fecond, and third Qualities haveji 
many times contrary operatioms; fo ;j| 
Runnet makes thinnt thickned blood of i 
the hare, but if it be very fluid it thic- U 
kens it 5 fo alfo Vitrioll according to its 
nature doth penetrate and is aftringent, il 
yet it doth repel and difperfe Lead out- »i 
wardly applyed to it 1 though Quick- id 
filver is rnofl weighty, yet by thefiteitik 
i fublimed and afcends 5 and though it f 
i s a thick grofle body, it may yet by An isn 
be made to peirce any body, and after- fo 
wards be reduced to its own native pu- nr 

t'ity* > ’ < '' . • • yoJ 

Many moreproofes might be brought 
for their is nothing in the World hpw 
abjeft and low foever but it hath a ftamp< 
upon it, as a fure feale of its proper ver- 
tue, of which he that is ignorant 
hath hitherto attained but the huskt 
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and (hell, the outfide of knowledge. 

Left therefore this errour in judgement 
fiiould corrupt pra&ice, and mens lives 
hereby (hould be in danger, we thought 
t a good peice of fervice to defire thofe 
arho bend and employ their (ludies in 
:he Honorable faculty of Medicine, to 
iek more after a few rare and certain 
Specificks, then to follow generals which 
"o commonly deceive. We ought not 
:o (hew ourfelyes fo impious and undu» 
doi :ifui, as being in honour, having encreafe 
)f riches, to fcorneour poor parents ; fo 
jislixperience is the mother of Art ; and 
it ball we now contemn her as having no 
teedofher? Experience hath beenfti-. 
ed the Miftreffe of Fooles, and Reafon 
ci he Queen of Wife men ; but in a different 
efpeft they ought not to be feparated ; 
In is many Experiments beget Reafon, fo 
leafon maintains and adornes Expe- 
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Chap. VIII.. 






That many Medicines becaufe of their 
high titles , and the fond opinion of 
menyvho thinkjhat bejl which cojls 
mo fi» are * n great ejieem j though 
others of lejfe price 3 proper to the 
C ountry } arefar above them in excel 
lency and worth. 




B Elides the abufes mentioned in the 
foregoing Chapter, another is crept >f| 
in j the former were cheats in refpeft of !< 
Quantity and Quality 5 here by this the 
purfe is emptied ; for they fall in with | ( 
mens humours, who then think a thing 
good when they have well bought it. 

Hence Galen concealed his Golden 
Emplaijter for the Squi nancy, by which he 
got an hundred Crownes, which indeed|tli 
was in it felfe of little worth ; for there ifo 
are many things of excellent ufe which if i 
r i they 
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hey were divulged, would be fooliffily 
lefpifed, becaufe vulgar hands pollute 
vhatever comes into them ; fome reafon 
aay be why after they are not fo fuccef- 
il, becaufe the Imagination and Fancy 
/orks not fo ftrongly, and defponds as 
o the cure from fuch flight meanes, and 
d hinders the operation ; for although 
nother mans imagination hath little 
irce upon me, yet mine own much alters 
he body, and either hinders or furthers 
remedy in its working. 

As this is cleare in many difeafes, fo 
fpecially in Hypocondriack Melancho- • 
y, called the fhame of Phyfitians, becaufe 
arely cured; wherein the non-effefting 
f the cure depends upon the prejudiced 
tin pagination of the Patient, who defpairs 
tpl ifhelp; for cares , greife, and del'pair, 
o alter and change the blood, corrode 
he heart, overwhelme the fpirits* that 
.ill hey cannot performe their offices; if 
iof herefore thefe can firft be removed, there 
sveiy great hope of recovery. \ 

Linder this Cloak many cover their 
ib( navery and covetoufnefle, who feek no- 
hing but gain by their praftice; for 
iff hey call their Medicines by great names, 
hat the imagination of the Patient 
E 4 clofing 
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doling with fo rich and precious remc- in 
dies may promote the cure ; and there- L 
fore they compound their Medicines of k 
rare Ingredients, as Gold, Silver, Pearls, j E 
Eezoar, Ambergreafe, Musk, and many ici 
more; and then they chriften themac- ir 
cording to their birth. They call them it 
the Baljome of Life t the Great Ehxar, the it 
Reftorative of Life, Potable Gold- Butter I 
and Ojle of the Saw; and who indeed jt] 
can reckon up their tricks by which they Lm 
draw in and delude fuch multitudes of tin 
ignorant ptpple i yet their great names it 
are not altogether infignificant ; for by n 
their Balfom of Life , they meane that a 
which maintains and keeps themfelves 
alive. tr 

But grant thefe coftly Medicines to be I) 
good and ufeful, yet they muftconfeflejni 
that others not fo chargeable have grea- Di 
ter vertues in them. 

We may alfo queftion whether they? m 
deale honeftly, and do not fell a little n< 
fait for Gold, andranke poifon for the ; 
Balfom of life ; we have known fomeatU 
deaths door by their Mercury ; I fpeak t 
this that others maybe cautious; think 
what would come of it, when one mifta- 
king admitiidred Ofim for Afium 01 p 
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arfly : thus they try experience upon 
lens bodies, and kill one tofaveano- 
ler. 

Befides, though thefe may be very 
aq xcellent Cordials or Antidotes, y e tae 
# hey not appropriated to the difeafe, and 
mi o confequently little conducing to the 
reife. 

Confiderthen the abufe ; the Patient 
iays a great price for that which is of 
tiimall advantage to him, and fccmes 
sc hofe meanes which are at an eafiy rate ; 
vherein alio there is no danger, as being 
experience confirmed, and by all 
Viands received. 

It is not hard to prove that each Coun- 
:ry abounds with Simples ifuitable to the 
ib Difeafes of that Country, and that we 
leed not go lndia 3 or ufe Exotick 
Drugs. 

This Queftion hath been handled by 
k many learned men ; at prefent we will 
itil not Ipend much time about it. We deny 
tb not men the ufe in Food and Phyfickof 
ei India and Arabicke Spices ; neither do we 
«il condemn other moll excellent gifts of 
ini God, but here we finde fault with th e 
lb price ; let us therefore ufe them in thei r 

0 place and time : Perhaps fuch preciou s 

1 thing^ 
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things were intended for great perfon *,|ta 
but yet great care muft be ufed in thc4o 
preparation that they benotSophiftican 
ted. I fay rich men may afford to pay*.. 
for thefe Medicines, who delight to eat « 
and drink Gold, and hope as by that they .i 
can purchafe all earthly things, fo they SI 
may buy health. k 

Neither would we be thought ignorant^ 
ofthe great vertues and rare efficacy of™ 
Gold 5 but we fpeak againft the abule ot'b 
thofe Impoftors who inftead thereof do I 
cheat and robbe : and we can aflure all,ti| 
that there is no worth in the boiling andifi 
reboiling of Gold .* They indeed giveisf 
their menflruous ftuffes for diflolved i| 
Gold, which being reduced to a fpiritlw 
may corrode ; and let all men beware of' in 
it; imitating a carelefle Cook, who if i: 
he hath loft the broth in which the meat ri 
hath been boiled, fets new upon thclk. 
Table which hath no heart nor ftrengthjfc 
in it ; So they when they haveconfumed tfi 
and loft their Gold with Salts and other ill 
wayes, they fell that which remaines ; t 
when the Bird is gone they fell the Neft ; li 
and this they call Potable Gold fpiritu- f< 
alized becaufe invifible ; it may be they t< 
put Gold into their furnace; but that il 
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I «1 ey by thofe means can produce fuch 
nj edicineswe deny There were many 
lexavders , many called by the name of 
j uliuSf but yet but one Alexander the 
>t reat, one Julius Cnfar, the others agree 
tlii ,iely in name. 

tin , Should any one enquire into the excel - 
ncy of our own Countries Simples, he 
ran ould hive work enough upon his 
p Snds, We fhall leave this to another 
let me and place. 

( d But beudes the price,may we not juflly 
il ifpefr the preparation, that they inftead 
an f true may fell falfe compofitions fail— 
iii ig in their Art and Profeuion ? for the 
Tsallanceof Humane frailty being at the 
iiii ne end by Jufttce, at the other by Profit, 
•c le laft overweight ; becaufe honefty 
>i lay be an hinderance to us, but profit 
n rings pleafure and delight along with 
tt So now Merchants countit part of 
gil heir Trade to learne and skill the adui- 
xi erating of their Commodities; when 
id he 2 hebaus would admit no fuch per- 
:S| onsto the Magiflracy, unlefle they had 
li eft eff their Trade at lead ten y *»rs be- 
ji. ore, by which time they might forget 
1( j .0 cozen ; but 1 willnot herecenfure 
,n til of that Calling : the fame may be 
; j ' faid 
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faid of thofe who fell Medicines, whetht 
Phyfitians or Apothecaries, if they abut 
their profeflton. 

Itremaines to (hew that Specificks c 
Vegetables and things of little worth 
are more powerful againft any difeaf 
then thofe which are of fo great price 
neither is the reafon fetch’d farre ; fo 
they whofe Property abfolutly refills th 
malady, they ( I fay ) mud needs be mor 
cffe&ually then thofe who accidental!] 
fuit the difcafe, and by meer chanc 
work a cure. In Mechanicke Arts if ; 
man excellent in one (hould boaft of hi 
skill in another which he never faw, yot 


would finde him a bungler in it ; but J 


lj l U 

employ the fame in that Trade wherein f 
he hath been brought up, and he wil 
(hew himfelf to be a workman : So ir 
difeafes, when each Specifick doth it! 
own office, there is an happy ilfue, bui ® 
applied to another proves of no effeft ; ! 
neither can it be expefted from one man! i 
C thought he had an hundred hands ) td i 
conquer an Army, which yet choice ji 
Bands of experienced Souldicrs may eafi- 
ly overcome; but we have been tedious 
about this fubjeft. 


CHAP' 
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Chap. IX. 

hat many are haters of Chytniftry $ 
and 'others fcorne tbeufe of Vege- 
tables and Galenical compofsticns i 
either of which may be ujeful in 
proper Cafes < . 


% S the Palats of men are not all ta- 
X ken with the fame tafte, but what 
pleafing to one, is loathfome to ano-. 
ler ; fo mens judgements do differ, and 
vhat one approves the other aflentsnot 
1,5 into; both which happen or arecaufed 
is by Sympathy or Antypathy, drawing 
lera on to embrace, and provoking 
tern to hate fuch a thing ; fo alfo by 
; 0 prejudice or reafon corrupted. 

Some dare not tafte Ch.ee fe all their 
5i life; fomeabftaine from it a few years; 
’feme drink onely water, refufing Wine 
or Ale; and in tbefe there is great va- 

^ riety, 
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riety; no Iefle is the difference amon^ 
Mindes: Whence it is thac two mi 1 ’- 
ting when neither hath Teen or heard ' 
the ether, at the firft fight, (hall defire arr 
feek each others friendlhip ; and on tlx' 
contrary, whence is it that one hates a. 
other from whom he never received ii 
jury ~i] as evidently appears by one eorri 
ing where two are gaming, he prefentl! 
lhall finde hisaffettion to clofe with th ; 
one, and if his wifh might fucceed h 
{hould winne *and he Would gladly hav f 
the other lofe, though he neither re' 
cevid courtefie from the one, nor foarmi® " 
or ill word from the other. 

Now as much as the underftandin^ ; 
excells the tafte, and dull and fenfuaf fa- 
culty ; fo much a truly wife man furpaf 
feth one that cncly outwardly feems ju 
dicioUS; one by reflection confiders anc 
weighs the matter,the other not fo acute- 
ly apprehending is tempted to rafhnefle. 
Thus many Earned men whofe Fancies 
have not been in due fubje&ion to theit 
underftandings, have abufed themfelves. 
and have heedlefly embraced this as 
good, and calf off that as evil. 

It may feem as ftrange in Medicine 
that fome Doftors fliotild onely pre- 

feribe 
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m- ibe Vegetables and Galenical Phyfick, 
rfe&ly hating Chymiftry, and that 
hers wholly inclined to novelty (hould 
all Medicines that are not Chymi- 
lly prepared. 

Both parties (in mine opinion) are 
'ayed more by Fancy then Reafcn ; for 
uppofe it abfolutly necefiary to ftudy 
ft your ancient dogmatical Medicine 
jl)th as to the Speculative and the Pra- 
icalpart, and to correft the faults as 
e have already pointed in thefirft,fe- 
>nd, and third Qualities ; and the fame 
surfe is to be taken in Chymiftry, fo 
they be without fufpition and de- 
int : andfirft we will begin with the 
Id, and then proceed to the new. 

We have fufficiently proved that there 
te occult properties and fpecifick ver- 
ges in Simples, as no learned Galenift 
ver denyed ; who have alfo confeffed 
hatthefe didnot work from their Qua- 
ities or degrees,, but their natures to 
nitigare Symptomes,, take away the 
:aufe. of the difeafe, and to Bnthronize 
health in mans body. 

If tbis.be ..tme, why arenotPhyfitiant 
more careful in gathering and rightly 
uadsrihadiflg the nature . of Simples i 
Fnneliuj 
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Fernelius in his Book Ve abditis term 
caufis , faith that this Specifick vertt 
which he calls the Forme, lies hid in ever 
part of a Simple, and is difufed through 
out all the Elements ; hence if by Chy, 
miftry water is drawn off, oyle is ex 
trafted, and Salt made out of the a(he . 
each of thefe,the Water, Oyle, and Sail 
hath the Specificall vertue of the Simples 
but I fuppofe one not fo much as ano- 
ther, yet all joyned together are perfefl, 
and compleat. 

Thefe things being laid down ant 
confirmed^ we mull confeffe that the out 
ward tangible body of any Simple that 
may be beaten, cut, lifted, boiled, ming- 
led with any other, to be the barke, the 
carkafle, and habitation of the Specifick 
Quality which is the pith, the foul, the 
houlbolder ; And now what lhallwc 
fay of our common preparations in Apo- 
thecaries (hops, which have good and 
bad, nay molt corrupt in' them ? would 
not all laugh him to fcorne who being 
commanded to call a Mailer out of his 
houfe, will needs have , the houfe along, 
too ? that cannot ufe the birds unleffe 
theneft be an Ingredient, that cannot 
cat Oyfters unleffe he may alfo devour 
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he fliels ? But the Apothecaries think 
his lawful enough, becaufe they can do 
10 better; thefe occult Qualities indeed 
fo fubtile, that they make an eafiy 
fca pe, un lefle they be narrowly watch’d, 
‘ ndwitha great skill houfed or incor- 
: orated. Cantphire lofeth its ftrength 
!i nltfle it be cherilhed with flaxe-feed ; 
1 .ubarb is preferved by waxe and the 
? >irits of Wine; the Salt of goats blood 
™ oes evaporate, if it be not clofe flopp’d 
] gUlfes. 

What (hall we then fay of thefe Speci- 
s :al Qualities feparated from their bo- 
" :i ies? will net they return to their firft 
N inciples ? for who can feperate the 
^ hialitie of burning from the fire ? the 
,IK - aalitie of moiflning fro nt the water ? 
“ Jt if this be impoflible in Ample bodies, 
^ nv much more difficult is it in com- 
>und * 


*1 1 could therefore with that Medicines 
:re ufed which were lawful, poffible, 
dreafonable, that laying afideoflen- 
cion and pride, truth might flourifh. 

”* Perhaps we might allow of Syrups, 
tleps, Conferves, did not that great 
lantity of Sugar clog the natural ope- 
:ion of the Simple : Perhaps we might 
F approve 
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approve of Eleftuaries, Opiats, Ami 
dotes, unleflc the multitude' of Ample 
confufedly put together did hinder, i 
not totally extinguilh the true vertue 
Perhaps Pills, and all bitter, fowre, (harpi • 
{linking Medicines are good ; but ye 
they deft roy appetite, caufe loathfome it 
nefle, that a Patient had better endur* n 
the difeafe then the remedy $ if bitter) » 
nefle, fowrnefle, fharpnefle, and an ill * 
jfavour, are the Specifical Qualities, the; 
fhould be rather checked then let loofe # 
and indeed they are but handmaids t : 
their Miftrifle, but fubfervient to th 
fpecifical Quality 5 and the true difft ) 
rcnceis difeovered by Chymiftryj for' ■ 
feparates the impure parts from the pur 
if rightly ufed : yet miflake not, we fa 
not that Chymical preparations areai & 
together fpiritual and without any bod; 
but are more peircing and fubtile, mo to 
defecated then grofle bodies made mo to 
heavy by a great quantity of Sugar,: -'* 
that they are not free and at liberty f *1 
aft and play their parts. 

By this time you may fee the foliy ar 
madnefleof thofe who hate Chymiftr n 
which ought to be ufed, but with ca <i 
and judgement ; for it is not the p« it 
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}f a Phyfuian to burn, lance, cauterize, 
)nd to take away thecaufe of thedifeafe, 
*y weakning thePatient ? and indanger- 
his life ; but Symptcmes muft be ab- 
ated, nature rcftored and comforted by 
)fe Cordials. One Arcbagatus was the 
Chirurgian that came to Rome, and 
us honourably received ; but coming 
ule lancing and burning, he was 
lought rather an hangman ; and for the 
ke caufe atone time all the Phylitians 
vj’ere banilhed Rome. One Char mis a 
hyfitian condemning the judgement of 
is PredecefTors, fee up new inventions of 
is own, and commanded his Patients in 
oft and fnow to bath in cold water, as 
reports; who faith alfo that he hath 
en old men fet freezing them by his di- 
ftion. Acefias about to cure the Gout , 
oked more to the difeafe then paine, 
hich J^y negleft encreafed, whence the 
overbehad its Original, Acefias medi- 
■tus efi 3 as Erafmus hath it, when the 
mdition growes Worfe, Acefias his 
ure. 

It is cleare enough from what hath 
listen delivered that Nature is bell fatis- 
d when profitable and wholefome 
5 ings arc applied. A file fades an inti- 
F » mate 
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mate friend of Gn.Pompey(\i& (hewed tht 
benefit of Wine to licke perfons, recover**) 
ing a man carried to his grave; he taught 
to maintain health by a moderate ufe o: 
meat and drink, an exaft care in excer-c 
rife, and much rubbing 5 he invented^ 
delightful and pleafing potions, hecom-p 
manded bathing, and for eafe to his Pa- in 
tients invented hanging beds, that fleet k 
might furprize them in fuch a carelefll If 
poflure. The fame Plinj faith that Demo ft 
critus was a Phyfitian, who in the Cun E 
of Confidia Daughter to Conful Sereilins it 
did forbeare harfh means, and by the lonji fll 
and continual ufe of Goats milk reco-N 
vered her. 1 

Agron zsCcelius reports. Lib. 13. cap ml 
71. was a Phyfitian aj Athens , who in ; b 
great Plague when many were infefted l 
did onely caufe to be made great fire Ao 
nigh to the place 5 and thus di $ Hippo u 
crate r,for which he was much honoured if 
Whence we may learne that mild anc n 
gentle ufage in a difeafe is morecfficaU; 
cions to the taking away of the caufe tot 
and to healing theSymptomes,then hard loi 
and rugged dealing. The Mariner dot! min 
pray for a full gale many times to ford erl 
him into his d fired Harbour 5 neithei '4 

dot! 
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loth the Traveirergoe in adire&Iine, 
tetboth in the end attaine their hopes. 
Ve read that Fabius by delay conquered 
is enemy; fo that it is a Mafterpeice of 
•rudence well and maturely to deliberate 
nd then to execute ; yet the method of 
uring remaines and the Axioms are 
rme; viz. Ifthecaufe be taken away, 
ae effeft ceafeth ; if the difeafe is cured, 
he Symptomes do vanilh and weare 
way. 

But Ghymiftry (lores and fupplies us 
fith Medicines which are fafe, pleafant, 
nd foone performe that for which they 
:c 'ere intended : and others have abun- 
antly fet forth this in their writings, 

(l nd therefore it will not be requifite to 
jj and longer upon it. 

Now let us face about and view thofe 
{r ho are meer Chymifts; rhefe would 
jjl - called young ‘ theop'orafi <, affefting 
It ke their Mafter a Divine Title, which 
j. e neither had by his Father nor Mother, 
jjti ut aflumed it to himfelf as mod Magni- 
ufi cent and glorious : but without all 
ia! oubthe was a man of eminent and ad- 
la itrable knowledge in the Art of Phyfick; 

' er : etfurely it would be worthily judged 
fa tadneffe for his fake alone, to forfake 
[ji F 3 the 
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the Ancients and follow his new inven 
tions. 

Icmayfeem an abfurd thing for one 
to undertake to reflore a very old mar 
to his former ftrength, becanfe death it 
then approaching, and every man 
length muftfubmit to his Scepter. 

Is not the World now ancient and 1 
full of dayes, and is it not folly to think 
of recovering and calling back its youth 
furely their new Medicine cannot revive 
the dying World, it may weaken it and 
haflenitsend: yet (lay I pray you, dc 
not imagine that I do at prefent cenfun 
the excellent and plainly divine Prepa- 
rations of Chymiftry ; bur rather the ^ 
pqrfons who profeffe it, who make ii 
their bufineffe to deftroy, but endeavour 
not to build, who trample on others to 
raife and exalt themfelves ; as 'thtffalui 
of old did, railing againft all men vvhc 
were not his followers ; So Cbryfippu!^ 
Mailer to Erdfiftratus, to gain prehetni- ‘ 
nence,defpifed and changed Hippocrates* 
Thefe and fuch like men are wonttc 
promife much, but perform little; for we b 
may certainly conclude, that although" 
fuch peffons may affe& greatnes,yet they 
(balnever attain it byfuch indireft means. 

I would 


Si 
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e f would many of the Faracelfians did not 
00 much conforme to their Matters vices; 
9 f many late writings were fcanned, and 
.heir abufes and tart language againft 
jj' )thers left out 5 I doubt their volumes 
, vould very much (hrink 5 it were much 
better that difeafes the common enemies 
a5 vere more lookt after , then private 
grudges amongft Phyfitians themfelves 
j: j -evenged : Brute beafts do barke 5 fhew 
v ; heir teeth, and fpic venom;; a mans 
weapon is R.eafon by which he (hould 
j oile his adverfaries. 

| B , As touching Chymiftry, we highly 
r :ommend and admire thofe things in it 
jj vhich are good, but yet fo as not to de- 
r pife Ga lenical Medicine, which in fome 
}[ pafesisas effe&ual : my opinion is that 
5[ ;ach ought to be ufed in its proper place, 

J Vlen are not meer fpirits but corporeal 
^ Subftancesj and therefore need not Me- 
licines exalted to their higheft degree of 
xrfeftion 5 at leaft in every greife applied 
:o every perfon and to every part or 
j (C member. There are fome difeafes which 
peing hot and dry are not to be cured by 
Chymical preferiptions , whofe Ingrc- 
dients or Preparations have the like 
J Qualities. In a Common* wealth there 

p • 
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is a Merchant, there is an Husbandman, 
but one ought not to fupplant the other jwf 
fo a prudent Phyfitian will makeufeof 
both as he fees occaiion 5 the one for a 1 
Country man, the other for a delicate 
Perfon; the one inflight diftempers, the 
other in dangerous cafes ; the one for 
pleafantnefie, the other for efficacy asne- 
ceffity requires. 


it 
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Chap. X. 


Concerning the unfufferable vices of 
many Phyjitians , from which the 
Fraternity of R. C. is free. 


hr 
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W E have not without fufficient caitfe 
faid fomething of the abufes of 
Medicine, which the Brethren warily 
fhunned by their firft Law, which was, til ) 1 
That they fliould cure the ficke Gratis; if ; 
for the greedinefie of Phyfitians purs dt; 
them upon unjuft and illegall aftions. 
Whence come thofe terrible long Bills 1 

thofe 


im 
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lofe fhort dear Bills, but from coveteouf- 
efle ? every one more ftriving to inrich 
(imfelfe then to help the difeafed ; yet 
ft deny to none their honeft gains, 
uflice and Truth fhould fway them in 
leirpraftice; let them follow the me- 
lod of Hippocrates and Galen ; yet Na- 
dire indeed is more to be look’d after 
ten either of them, as a fure guide into 
s own mod intricate fecrets : but from 
le faults of remedies we will come to 
le faults of Phyfitians themfelves, by 
vhidi fo many Patients do and have 
(carried. 

They are commonly thcfe ; Self-con- 
:eit, Pride, Malice, Hatred, Calumnia- 
:ion in word and writing >Coveteoufnefs, 
gnorance, joyned with agratftockof 
Confidence, or rather Impudence. 

This Self-conceit becomes no man; if 
1 man is puffed up like a bladder, he 
nay be fooner broken,a:id his glory will 
anifh; his greatnefs encreafeth hisdan- 
;er; neither is Pride to be allowed of; 
t blaics all parts and endowments, and, 
f the man efcape the envy of others, yet 
eath or a flight Feaver makes him fall* 
ind he who even now was lifted up 
hrough ambition, is brought down to 

the 
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the earth. Ic is not true learning thai 
caufeth men to fwell, but an emptinefs .L | 
they fuppofe themfelves to be knowing j 
men, when as indeed they underftand ^ 
not the depths of Nature. Socrates had r j t $ 
learned a lcflon of ignorance, after muchij lC 
ftudyhc found out his infufficency; ii y 
thefe vapourers would turn over anew^ 
leaf, they would fee their former pre* (jKI 
fumption. ' | ^ 

Mark how Malice and Hatred profpersfjt 
when two are fet againfteach oiher, they nc 
endeavour by making themfelves a com-^j 
mon laughing flock, utterly to undo, e 
both, and each at length is whip’d with,, 
his own rod. There is this benefit in 
having an envious adverfary, that h^ 
fpends and wafts away \ his malice feeds 
uponhimfelf 5 fo that it is better for any 
man to deferve the envy of another rather i 
then his pitty, the one fuppofing him . 
happy, the other iniferable; This vice 
as the Ivie by embracing trees doth 
fpoile them ; this vice I fay clings to 
great perfons,and fecretly corrodes their 
Honour and Fame ;what noble exploits, 
what vertuous deeds have been performed 
but they have been blown upon by fome 
peftilential breath ? This was the caufe 

of 
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f furious Caines murthering his rightc- 
us Brother Abel, and that Jupiter ftruck 
11 Efculapius with a thunderbolt : to avoid 
!D lis many have forfaken their Coun- 
nts and lived amongft ftrangers, as did 
tbicrates in Hhracia^fmotheus in Lesbos , 
' habrias in aFgypt, Chares in Sigeum, 
f-ho were all Grecians ; amongft the R0- 
'\ans, Pompey after To many magnificent 
'riumphs, for his great and and famous 
!r iftories withdrew into the Country, 
nd came feldome in publick, that he 
light efcape the envy and malice which 
^feared, becaufe of his innocency and 
reatnefie. 

1 Whatfhallwc think of that monftcr 
triftotle, who (as it is reported } was 
d fpightful to his Matter Plato, that he 
aufed many of his works to be burnt 
lathe might (hine brighter? he was 
earful his honour fhouid be eclipfedby 
its Matters greatnefs . Aiax hated Vlyffes, 
joilus Homer $ Vidimus Alexandrinus was 
nemy to M.Tull. Cicero . P demon the 
grammarian to M. Varro, Ctfar toCato 3 
idrianus to ‘traian, M. Crajfus to Tompey , 
Alexander to Achilles at the fight of his 
Sepulcher, Julius Cxfar to Alexander , 
md many others who were all pofleffed 
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with this evil fpirit ; but in Medicin 
fuchpra&ices are more dangerous* bdd 
caufe the body of man being of mor< 
worth then Arts or other trifles* is enga 
ged*as being the fubjeft of Medicine. 

This flame encreafeth and moft com- 
monly breaketh out * envy turns to Ca- 
lumniation ; hence is it that fo many 
vain Pamphlets are fent abroad full oibii 
bitter cxpreffions* which become no ra- 
tional prudent man ; but this vice hath 
been by many fet out, and we will fpend md 
no more paines upon it. 

Coveteoufnefle is another vice which ii 
hath infefted many Phyfitians,who make 
it their onely ftudy to heap up riches; and 
though their ftrength of body is decay'd 
through age* yet with a moft rigorous $9 
defire do they endeavour after money 
nay though they have one foot in the 
grave* they will have another in a bag to 
counterpoize them. Phyfitians indeed 
above others are tempted to this vice; for 
when they grow old they are moft fought 
unto becaufe of their experience 5 and 
by this means they are encouraged to fet Jj 
Silver above Juftice* and Gold above .5 
Confcience. But if an Apothecary be 
coveteous and greedy* more mifeheifes 

do 
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oenfue; all his compofuions will be 
kade up either of (foie or falfe Ingre- 
W ents, to that both the Phyfitian and 
p itient are cheated ; the one iscenfured 
or ill fucceffe, the other is not onely not 
® ired, but may complain of the bad 
a hyfick as of a new difeafe. 
n; I fhall fpeak nothing concerning the 
c ailities and qualifications of a tryed, 
tamined, and licenfed Phyfitian ; but of 
te unski lfulnelTe of thofe who rafhly 
i( ndertake to praftice when they want 
nowledge and learning to guide and 
lireft them 5 they ftudy impudence; and 
ote, that an illiterate rude fellow in 
jaintaining his opinion fhall alwayes 
ppeare meft confident : their Geefe are 
is iwans, their abfurd receipts are Oracles 
iind Myfteries, and they are enjoyned to 
onceale what they know not; if any 
ne oppofeth them, they either (lander 
im or envy him perfectly. 

Thefe and the like vices have no place 
'mongft our Fraternity ; they are not 
imulous or Arrogant, they are not 
ipightfuland Envious, but delight in 
nftrufting one another in Myfteries; no 
irawling or difgraceful fpeechesareut- 
ered amongft them, much lefie are they 
oyeteous; The 
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The Book M. declares their skill 
well in other Arts as in Medicine ; if an 
one plea fe to confult their other Books ifti 
and weigh diligently their nature an< tn 
all circumftances, he (hall finde what vv^a: 
have laid abundantly there confirmed. 
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Chap. XI. « 

ier 

Whether any one of the Fraternity be~ £ 
ing called to a Patient , is bound to {? 
appeared and whether they are 0; 
able to cure all Difeafes 5 as well s 
thofe that are accounted incurable^ 
as thofe that are thought curable ? 


T He aftions of men as well as their ,[ 
perfons are t'ubjeft to many mif- t 
carriages; as the one may die, fo the o- (, 
ther may beforgoten; as the one may be 5 
infirme, fo the other may be abufed ; a 
wherefore an Aft was invented by which j 
all worthy deeds might faithfully be <■ 

• kept 
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pt and tranfmuted to pofterity. Per- 
n ns indeed whofe Offices are publick, 
performance of their duties of trull, 
» e neceffarily bound if occafion requires, 
a& publickly in their place ; But if in 
e little World any disorder happen?, 
adifeafe (ubverting health, the lick 
rfon immtdiatly goes not to a Magi- 
- rate, but a Phyfitian 5 wherefore Medi- 
ne properly relpefts not the publick, 
ut; the private health of thisorthat Pa- 
ent; therefore it will follow that a 
hyfitian being not compeli’d by the 
aw, nor ingaged by fervice , fhall be 
>rced to vifit any Patient ivho fends for 
im ; for a Phyfitian doth not prefcribe 
all, but to a particular fick man, and 
\ a fervant to Nature, but not to the 
ifeafed whom he governs by his rules 
11 he hath rellored them to health. 

We miy enquire more ih iftly concer- 
ning thefe Brethren, whether fince they 
rofeffe onely Medicine as their firft Law 
nioine, if wrote unto , cr fpoken to for 
he taking away of a difficult difeafe^ 
vhether in any particular place they muft 
ippeare being engaged thereto, either by 
3 romife,or charity ? We anfwer nega- 
ively 5 for if other Phyfitians are not 

£0 
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foftreightned, much IdTe are they,-whc 
do their Cures without price, who expefij 11 
not a reward from men but from God ; 
to whom as alfo to the lawful Magiftracy V 
they are obedient. 1 

Furthermore, whether all difeafesarc 
cured by them, even thofe whom others 
Judge paft help* as the Leproufy, th^ 101 
Dropfy, the Petti lence, the Cancer, the 
Heftick, the Gout, and many others! 
We aniwer, that they ingenioufly con-^ n 
fcfle in their writings that they know 
not the time of their own death, and 
they acknowledge that all men mutt pay 
their debt to death, which cannot be hin* 
dred or prevented by any Medicines, 
if according to predettination it feifes ^ 
upon any man; and to endeavour againftr ln 
Providence were impious and vain. I m 

But there are threfe degrees confider- j® 
a1>le in the forementioned maladies ; The A 
beginning, the increafe, the ftate : Atff 1 
thefirftallor moft of thefe difeafesare 
cureable; when they prevailefomewhat 
over Nature remedies may be had ; and 
doubtlefie the Brethren have Medicines 
which will effeft the cure, Gods provi-|l° f 
dencc aflifting them in their lawful en- 
deavours; fuch difeafesin their height™ 

which/ 
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hicjihavea tendency to death are in- 
.irabies as for common .ficknefles we 
*dc that either Galenical or Chymicdl 
reparations may remove them. 

We will now declare the reaforis why 
, metiEnesthe moll able Phyfitians are 
c iled and difappoinced. Firft we muft 
t iow that difeafes are the cfitrfts of fin* 
,d deferved punilhment doth ofeen- 
nes (hut out favour* fo that tedious 
.iknefles and death are means which 
; od ufeth to check finners, or chaftife 
js people 5 in vain therefore will man 
,bour to fruftrate the Decree of the hU 
K ighty in his will and pleafure. The 
( :ond reafon may be drawn from the 
l.tureof Difeafes, which are cither dead- 
,1; in themfelves, dr as they are confe- 
rences of others being produced by 
em. ThePlurifie or the Inflahiation 
the Pleura although it is dangerous,' 
:t if direct means be applied in time, it 
helped and cured : But if the matter 
Bamming is not evacuated by letting 
ood, or by expeftorations there will 
1 >ilow a corrofion of the Pleura, and the 
j. trruptiqn Bowes into the cavity of the 
- eaft, and thus another difeafe is £ene- 
tted called Empiema : and now ifMa- 
i - O cure 
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ture (lands not much the Patients friendji P c 
and doth not convey this matter into the d 
ivater courfes, as often is feen, or alfo by d 
Artjfome Mufels are opened, and the ra 
corruption within forty dayes carried h 
away, the Lungs will be ulcerated, and tl 
a Confumption will enfue altogether A 
incurable. ft 

The Queftion is whether cureable ; 
Difeafes are by them helped ? Such in- n 
deed would end without any applica- si 
tion, and Nature needs no affiftance tc a 
fuch enemies, fo that then Medicine were it 
ufelefle ; for who will trouble himfelfe at 
to feek after means, when his greife will « 
fhortly of itfelfe ceafe and go away :ii 
Though here be many difficulties it 
couched, yet we (hall breifly ftate the 9 
cafe : Let thofe who are unl'atisfied tr t< 
large Trcatifes (hew whether in thi« 
World it was abfolutely neceflary tha i 
all things (hould be done which are done a 
or whether they might have been other- it 
wife difpofed of; Card anus and tin or 
Stoicks do attribute all events to fata * 
neceflity, to which they do lubjeft Got it 
himfelf, as not being able to refill ; ft « 
blafphemous are they. I 

We hold that God is a free Agent om- it 

nipotcnt 


the 
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aDi 


of the Rofecrucidttf. 83 

®l potent, he can do whatever he pleafeth; 
)itn : hath made Nature his handmaid, and 
bbj e having received a CommiflioA doth 
cordingly aft ; (he produceth all rhings 
ther for the good and happinefs of men, 
■ elfe to plague and punirn them, and 
Hid this rank are Difeafes, and Death it 
ife coraeth from fuch prevalent difea- 
oli]i t : But God alone difpofeth of good 
iin- • 


evil to every one ; he indeed generally 
Nature keep its courfe, but fome- 
icetc nes to (hew lus freedom, he interrupts 
T( n at order, and by a particular provi- 
nee thwarts the Intention of Nature 
Whether it tend to health or ficknefle; 

is in his power to (horten a difeafe 
D ] t j(! lich to us may feein tedious, he can 
rjlbctp off Peath jvhen we give over the 
jj (( jjsie of means. Now if Qod foi efees the 
j thee evils which naturally hang over men, 
■ thud doth not prevent fuch evils but 
'herewith will punilh men, he is not the 
ot |, ff . athor of that evil forefeen and , brought 
j iht:>on any one by nature, although fome- 
fjjjl nes he fend? miraculous plagues upon 
f'ojs enemies. Hence is that faying; Q 
. f 8 ael thy deftruUion if front tbj felfe , becauje 
? wickednefe bath drawn down judge- 
wt* upon ibine bead. When fome of 
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the wife Heathens had taken notice » s 
this ; they feigned Pleafure and Sorrov 1 
to be linefeed together, as if the excel t 
thereof were to it felfe a fufficient punil i 
ment : They alfo faid that a Difea o 
Was brother to Death, that by fwe <1 
vertue was attained ; and to this purpo' k 
is that place in Scripture } There is i» 
evil in the City that is not from God , whe )1 
is meant the evil of punilhmcnt, eith I 
brought upon any perfon miraculoui 
and by the immediate hand of God, < 
elfe naturally falling upon him. 

Hence we learn the birth and origin 
of Vice, it proceeds from the corrupt! 
Nature of fallen man 5 his will enjoy 
its liberty in refpeQ: of earthly thing 
but as to heavenly things its not frej 
Its with a man as with a weak infir I 
perfon who cannot lift his hands to r 1 
head, but with eafe he can let them ha 
downwards. So finful man natural 
inclining to finfulnefs, without ai 
paines fall* into wickednefs, he needs 1 
particular inftinft from God 5 butt, 
ftrength which muff fupport his infirn 
ties, exalt him to Heaven, fo that 1 
may obey God, is not from man himfe i 
but from the free grace and mercy of 1 H 

heaven 
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ict :avenly Father, who hath mercy on 
rrc hom he will ; but yet excludes none 
xn om his favour who forfaking earthly 
n: ings do accept of the true means and 
,ft ceive the beneflt thereof, who pray and 
fa ideavour to their utmoft ability to be 
irp hat they (hould be, committing them- 
ii Ives firft and chiefly to God, and then 
[li > Nature, who faithfully obeys him in 
tit! ,1 things, 
loi 


Chap. XII. 


6 hat the Brethren of the Fraternity do 
nfeonely lawful and natural reme- 
dies. 


pHc holy Scripture makes mention of 
IL a King of Juia who being fick of 
jj’m le plague and death feemed to approach, 
„ y divine providence was healed by ha- 
jf ( ing Figs applied to the forc,and he lived 
H iany years after; fo that we fee that 
(SB ® 5 
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God can roiraculoufly direfr to meat * 
which in themfelves are natural , as it ^ 
deed this was a very lawful remedy, at 
the reafon is not unknown : fo herev 
will examine whether the means whit 1(1 
the Brethren ufc be of themfelves lawf 
and warrantable. A certain Auth' 
thinking to infinuatC himfelfe into tl * 
favour of the Brethren, fpeaks of ra 'f 
blellings and Exorcifmes by which ™ 
man may promote the happinefsof 1 
Patients and curfe and endamage his A 
verfaries; blit who will efteem this lat 
ful and good.? Such things may cat 
fome filly old women and by them * 
accounted fec#etfc: they tfould be t * 
greateft Hinder imaginable to the learn 
Fraternity ; for the Brethren life natui 1 
means. w.ithcu:\i ahy mixture of fup<* 
ftition, a.swe may fee by the example 1 
him at Wet^'ar ; who with applicati 1 
of one Simple took away the ragi ' 
pain of an Ulcerated Cancer, whom pk 
«/,# applauds for his rare Art ; for by « 
fameheaib he alfo did the Cure, t 
fame Brother carried a ba£ of roots a: 
hearbs alwayes about with him; 
much commended the Bryony root, b 
chofe the bitter one ; he taught alfo t 
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ntfticcult vertue and proper ufe of many 
is j, Jimples, which are loft and forgotten. 
aa We will not decide the ccntroverfy 
whether the Simples ought to be gathered 
R ecording to particular confiellations $ 
ufcnany very learned men do favour this 
opinion : As firft of all Bartbol. Car- 
ij fi icbterus, who divided the moft appro- 
ved and effeftual Simples according to 
j c |, r our Triplicities of theSignes in the Zo- 
lliiack, and in each of them made three 
degrees. I have known many who ad- 
,,difting themfelves to this ftudy, have 
]; *thereby been able to cure very dangerous 
jjiicknefles, efpecially old Ulcers and out- 
ward griefe?, 

, s:i That fo many lights fhould be placed 
in the Heavens to no end and pnrpofe, ic 
tl were profane to imagine, becaufe God 
r created all things to aft according to 
their nature $ and furely the Stars were 
,;.made to yeild their influences, and there 
kis not any doubt but that Vegetables, 
‘jjMineralls, and Animals, do receive their 
,1 occult Qualities from them; he there- 
jj. fore is an happy man who can fearch 
j out the effeft by the caufe, and by the 
In effeft is able to judge of the caufe. Plants 
j have relation as well to the heavens as 
j G 4 to 
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to the earth nd he who knows this com- n 
munity is a great Artift 5 but the Brethren C 
employ all their time in thefe Myfleries, % 
a$ they conflfc as well in their Farntm 
and confeffion as in other writings. !Bu 

We dare not affirm that their AftrolcH 
gy is the fame with that which is vulgar- 
ly proftfied, or their Botanick common \ (0 
for theirs are founded upon certain and w 
true Axioms; to. no change but pi 

alwayes continuing the lame worth auc p 
yertue. h 

Other Axioms ^re Co infirm, that they 
oftentimes art proved falfe and admit o 
correftior.. 1c is an Axiom that al 
Wine is hot, which hitherto hath beer 
received as true ; but if from Come Conn* 1 
try be brought. Wines whofe nature fc 
cold, the faiiity will appeare. He whe 
never faw a Bat or doth not confider ir*>- 
fefts will immediately (ay, that every 
thing that flies hath festbprs.* when then 
are alfo fly In cr fiffi which make u(e oi 
their fins, fo that there are many excep- 
tions belong to the general rule : Whc 
would not conclude this for a certaii 
truth that fcur-footed creatures canno 
palfe thorow the Aire as well as they 
pafle on the Earth but by flying ? but 
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Ttpericpce confutes this ; for the Indian 
tfe Cat by fpreadingfome membranes ("not 
wings) from her hinder feet to her for- 
'« hnr,goesin the Aire whether fhepleafeth; 

But the Axioms laid down and followed 
old :>y the Brethren are fuch which faile not, 
|4ieir principles alwayes attain their end ; 
fo that there is nothing deficient in them 
an tvhich may exclude or diminifb their 
bu perfe&ion 1 xvherefore cures wrought by 
properties truly drawn from the Stars 
and the Planets, muff mcei&rily be true 
ikt) & certain ;for tfe eflfefts do furely refulc 
from their caufes not anticipated ormi- 
ftaken. He who promifeth with fire, to 
heat, to dry, to burn, is not deceived, 
neither doth he deceive, bccaufe he hath 
that which can perform all thefe offices : 
fo if they undertake a Cure, there is no 
doubt but that they can effeft it ; becaufe 
they know and can make life of the true 
and proper means, which Mediums are 
purely natural, the hidden treafure of 
Nature, the extraordinary gifts of God*. 
They apply themfelves onely to the 
ftudy of Natural Magick, which is a 
Science containing the deep Myfteriesof 
Nature, neither is this divine knowledge 
given to any by God, but to thofe who 
5 arc 
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are Religious, good and learned. Orb 
gentrattatu. 5 . fufer Matth l faith, that 
the Magical Art doth not contain any 
thing fubfifting, but although ic (bould, 
yet that mud not be evil or fubjeft to 
contempt and fcorne. The fame 23. 
Honnl. jufer Nunt, fpeaking of Natural 
Magick, doth diftinguilh it from the Di- 
abolical : many hold that tyamus ex- 


tar 


ercifedthe Nacural Magick onely, and 


we do not deny it. Philo Htbreus lib.de 
Legibw, fpeaks thus ; That true Magick 
by which we come to the knowledge of 
the fecret works of Nature, is fo far from 
being contemptible, that the greateft 
Monarchs and Kings have fludied it ; nay 
amongft the Petfiatts none might Reign 
pn lefle they were skilfullr in this great 
Art. 

Magick ( as fome define it) is the high- 
ed, mod abfoIute,and divined knowledge 
of Natural Philofophy advanced in its 
wonderful works and operations, by 
a right underdanding of the inward and 
occult venue of thingsjfo that true agents 
being applied to proper Patients, ftrange 
and admirable effefts will thereby be 
produced ; whence Magitians are pro- 
found and diligent fearchers into Na* 

tore 
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iure 5 they becaufe of their skill know 
iow to anticipate an effeft which to the 
/ulgar ftiall feetn a miracle : As if any 
one (hall make Rofes bud in "December , 
Trees to flourilh in January ; Ihallcaufe 
'a Vintage in May , produce Thunder and 
Raihe in the Aire 5 as Jeh. Baftifia forta 
teacheth lib. 2. De bUgia naturali ; alfo 
Roger Bacon did the fame ; Julius Ca- 
millas a man to whom we may give 
credit, affirms that he faw a childc for- 
med by an Alembick, which lived fome 
hours : a very Orange thing, if true. 
Ccelius de Budda writes, that he brought 
forth a Virgin out of his fide ; but we 
leave thtfe things as. we found them, we 
wil 1 not difpute the truth of them. 

We need not ftand longer upon the praife 
of Magick, it being ©f it felfe fo honour- 
able'/ but yet this noble Science doth 
! oftentimes degenerate, and from Natural 
becomes Diabolical, from true Philofo- 
phy turns to Negromancy* which is 
wholly to be charged upon its followers, 
who abufing or noc being capable of 
that high and myllical knowledge, do 
immediately hearken to the temptations 
of Satan, and are mi fled by him into the 
fiudy of the black Art, Hence it is that 

Magick 
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Magick lies under difgrace, and they who 
feek after it are vulgarly efteemed Sor- 
cerers ; wherefore the Brethren thought 
it not fic to ftile themfelves Magicians ; 
butPhilofophers they are not ignorant 
Empiricksj but learned and experienced 
Phylitians, whofe remedies are not onely 
lawful but divine : and thus we have 
at large difeourfed of their firftLaw* 


« 

4 

ii 


Chat. XIII. 


Of the fecond Law of the Fraternity 
of the R. C. viz. 7 hat none of the 
Brethren fall be enjoyned one ha- 
bit, but may fait themfelves to the 
Cttflome and Mode of thofe Coun- 
tries in which they are. 

M Any perhaps may blame my pro- 
lixity upon the firft Law* to whom 
I (hall anfwer, that Weighty bufinefles 
are not to be perfunftorily run over; 
tranfa&ions in the little World may 

onely 
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onely deferve to be touched upon, but 
»• the affairs of the great World ought to 
have an anfwerablc confideration } fo 
»ii that I muft neceffarily crave pardon for 
mi my brevity, becaufe I could not wrap up 
ctd the due commendations of fuch fubje&s 
-J in fo narrow a compaffe. 
n This fecond Law gives birth to the 
firft ; for without it the Brethren would 
| have no opportunity of doing good, 
who by its benefit are fecure and fear no 
danger: for as a Bird although it fing- 
ethnot,, is known by the colour of its 
. feather ; fo every one aecuftoming him- 
felf to one Habit is thereby diflinguifhed. 
Wefindein Hiftory that many by their 
' enemies have been difcovered by their 
apparel, and the difguife hath oftentimes 
• procured liberty. Otbo being overcome 
1 and making his efcape by Sea was taken 
by Pirates, who not knowing him be- 
caufe he had changed his cloaths, fuffe- 
red him to ranfom himfelf. 

On the contrary King Richard com- 
ing back from the Holy Land, affairs be- 
ing there illy managed and to the dtf- 
pleafureofmany,efpecially the Duke cf 
AuJlrj, paffing with his Navy by the Adrb 
Sea was difcryed and became a 

prey 
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prey to the faid Duke, who was forced m 
to redeem himfelf, to pay a vaft fum of thi 
money ; and he was known and found t# 
out by his garments. Kit 

If danger attends Kings and great per* 
fons in foch cafes, much vvorfe would be :D( 
the condition of private men if they jg 
ihould have fo fad a reftraint upon them, oj 
Men in meane apparel do not feare the 
attempts of Robbers, neither do they m 
fufpeft a poifoned glafle j whereas Po- j 
tentatesareaprey to the one, and very if 
often are taken away by the other. jj 

Bcfides a poor habit is fufficient to f, 
cover Learning, and a Cottage may be- m 
tome Wifdomes habitation ; nay .mens hi 
parts and abilities are cenfured by their { 
outfidc, and that which is willingly 
concealed muft not have a being; tisa pi 
Courtier who muft onely be accounted !j 
a Schollar; but indeed the foul is cloath’d 
with the body, which to adde ornament a 
to it needs no help of Tay lours or Pain- jf ( 
ters, it is grac’d with true Philofophy, * 
and fecret Arts are its glory. 

Margaretha a Queen of France is faid tl 
to have killed the beautiful (on\oi Ala- j 
nus a Philofopher when he was afleep t| 
thorow his body, the which a&ion being 

much 
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# such admired at ; die anfwered that fhe 
>il ten perceived not the deformity of his 
ml ody, being ravifhed with the amiablenefe 
f hisfoul.Thus we fee that a gallant fpi- 
it may dwell in an unhandfome houfe, 
lx ndthata poor habit may be worneby 
tj le tnofl excellent and profound Philo- 
& apher. 

in There are yet many reafons which 
<y lay perfwadeto a decent cloathing, for 
o- y every vulgar eye the minde is judged 
1) f by the garment; but we in other 
look* have largely treated of this fubjeft. 
to levy many have inftead of modeft and 
«• omely apparrel run into exceffe, as PeJ> - 
ns ea Wife to Nero, and Cleopatra Queen 
it Egypt to fet forth their beauty ; but 
ly his is not commendable, fince Senecas 
u ule is to be obferved Which requires a 
& lue moderation. 

'(1 Our Brethren change their Habit for 

nt 1 vertuous end, which as it is not gaudy, 
)• bit is not contemptible; they are al- 
y ( vayes civilly clad, and not affeftedly, 
hey are efpecially careful of theinfide, 
i hat their hearts are reall and honed; 
(• neither would they impofe on any by 
j their a&ions. 

f There are many waits by which men may 
i be 
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be deluded, asby a Fallacy, Equivoca- 
tion or Amphiboly, but thefe do apper- 
tain to Logick : The Brethren arcvigi- 
lant as well in refpeft of difgrace as da- 
mage i it is a very difficult matter tcjj,,, 
cheate and deceive them 

Whereas ethers take the liberty to w 
cozen a cozener, and think it a piece 
juftice to repay in the Tame coyne ; The! 
Brethren are not fo revengful, they county 
it an happinefic to have an opportunity , ai 
of exprelling their patience $ yet although jf a 
they are as innocent as Doves, they endea- D j 
vour to be as wife as Serpents, for there jjj 
may be an harmtleffe fubti lty. We may jj 
judge eafily that they aifeft not vanity^ 
by the often change of their apparel^ 
becaufe they would not be known, but - t 
obfeure their names and relation. ^ 
If the intentions are ftneere not there*} < 
by to wrong any one but to do good. 
we may allow notonely of adifguife ink 


cloaths, but a change of names ; the 


fign doth not alter the thing fignified^ 
neither doth an Accident dtftroy the „ 
Subftance. Names are notes by whicty 
one man is known and diftinguifbed t 
from another, cloaths are coverings aj, 
the one hides our nakedneile, fo the 

othej 
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'cither keeps from, obfcurity. The An- 
cient Philofophers and Egyptian preifls 
did wear a linnen white robe which di- 
linguilhed them from others, as fftbago-* 
wand his followers, to. expreis both the 
Cleanlinefs of body , and unfpotted inno- H 
cency of foul. Nature hath fo befriended 
"ome birds that they change both voice 
and feathers in the Winter, and thertby 
aeing not known, are fafe from other 
'ravenous birds : In fome Counteries 
dares become white in the Winter, but 
0 n Summer keep their wonted colours. 

* The Camelio.i by being like no every 
hing Ihee comes neer doth often efcape, 

X he Ants and many Infefts have wings 
nd can fcarcely be known what they firll 
I* /ere , fo happy is that change which 
uides to fafety. 

!r ' Shall reafon withfland the lawfull di- 
0“ tates of Nature > where necetlicy cont- 
! > ells, cuftome forces, (hall men run upon 
9 'he one, and to their damage flight the 
ther? The Brethren being in all points 
areful, will neither violate Natures 
Commands, nor contemn civill rights, 
W aough they alter their apparrell, their 
s 1 : iind is unchangeable, 
if 1 

4 H 
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Chap. XIV. J 
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The third Law enjoy net each Brother ri 
to appeare on a particular day, andh 
at a certain place every yeer , that 1 
they may all meet together and con - , 
fnlt about their affairs . 

t 

E Very Society hath Lawes and rules f 
binding them to fome Duties, fo that % 
the Governour or chief when he pleafeth 5 
and thinks it neceflary may fummons all it 
to one place toconfider what is moftfitu 
and convenient to be done on fome im-l* 
mergent occafions, for if a company be 
feparated, their minds and Councells art b 
disjoyned, the one cannot be helpfull tc 1 
the other either in example or advice. 1 
who knows not that mofl intimate fami* t 
liarity, and the niereft friendship isbro* « 
ken of! by abfence,and want of visitation t 
fo that they who were not long find ? 
higheil in our thoughts are utterly for* « 

gotut 
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»otten , befides , wherein can a friend 
rofit, who is diftantfrom another, even 
Srethren become as it were unnaturall 
/hen thus feparated : we Confefs that 
etters may fupply this defeft, yet Writing 
oth hot fo much delight and enliven, as 
ifcourfe, papers are mute, if any doubt 
iii rife they cannot frame a ready anfwer, 
ut where a manappeares, hecanrefolve 
y 11 QueGions, fatisfie all fcruples. 

Wherefore the Brethren of the R. C. 
lought it moft expedient , if not altoge- 
ler requifite to meet at lead once in the 
eare in a certain prefixed place : This 
aw as it is the third in order, fo alfo in 
it Align icy, by which the true tythagoridn 
ifd flembly is obliged to appearance,neither 
jil their meeting vaine and to gaze upon 
jj ich others, for they do imitate the rule 
j ffl { Pytbagorasywho enjoined h : S Schollers 
a rvy day to examine themfelves, where 
icy had been, and what good memora- 
ij][ le aft they had performed : fo the Bre- 
( ] C { iren of the R. C. at their convention re- 
jjjl ite what rare cures they have done,what 
fro ro grefs they have made in the Arts and 
jjjpo ciences, andobferve how their praftice 
grees with their principles ; and if any 
, (or ew knowledge confirmed by often expc- 
0 i * fience 
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of 


rience comes to them, they write it in 
Books that it may fafely come to the 
hands of their fucceffors : Thus true and 
certain learning is encreafed till at length 
!t fhall attaine to perfeftion. 

This Schoole is not like to Arijiotle, for , 
there, were frequent wrangling difputes, 
one oppofing the other, and perhaps both 
the Truth, however they have no Quefti- 
ons free from debate, not contradicted by 
fome of the fame feft : tor example 
What is the foul of man ? whether the “ 
Firft Aft, or fomething elfe, whether 
wJWgte or hmix 1 * whether born,ge-' 1 
nerated, or infufed, given from heaven, 
and many Thoufand fuch fobberies, and 
at length they reft in Opinion. 

They have therefore framed a Methodi “ 
to regulate difputes, andfupply termes 01 
whereby they more darken knowledge 
and willingly fhut their eyes ; Let then ■* 
difeufs to wearinefs, the nature and ori- 
ginal of Metalls, and whether there car 
be a tranfmutadon, and who will be bet 1 
ter informed and fatisfied i Thus idl 11 
Deputation is a fportofWit, and on el j ln 
a recreation of Fancy, nofolid andrea llc 
Truth is to be found out by it. 

A certain Philofoper hearing fome dif 11 

put* 
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putc What Venue is, made anfwer that 
as they could not come to an end of the 
I Queflion , fo neither to the ufe thereof : 
lit any one proftfles hemfelfe to have skill 
in Phyficks, why then doth he not let the 
world fee what he can doe ? and laying 
Elide vain babling* perfeft the great work 
jof natural tin&ure, but by chance he will 
utterly deny that there is any fuch thing 
:o be found out, and hereby gets a cloak 
or his ignorance, lor he will cenfureall 
*vhich he knowes not. 

But who will call him an horfman, 
vho yet did never ride ? who will call 
iim a Smith, who never wrought in that 
Art ? and why (hould we tfteeme him a 
-'hilofopher, who hath never experienced 
/is philofophy , but hath onely uttered 
,‘ome foolifh and fancaftica! words. \ 
Butfome may here objett that one part 
pf Philofophy is contemplative, to which 
Wathematicks and Metaphylicks doe re- 
, ate, the other confifts in Aftion,to which 
ithicks and Politicks doe guide, flato 
vas difpleafed that Mathematicks were 
wrought to fenfible Subje&s, as Arithma* 

, ick to Numbers, Mufick to Sounds, Geo- 
netry to Meafures, but we muft acknow* 
edge that he in this was envious to man* 

/ kind. 
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kind, and in his paflion prevailed over*w 
his reafon : For whatprofitteth it anyrflf 
man by meer fpeculation to view the mif- Hi 
teries of God and Nature ? is it a moreio 
commendable thing to thinkc well, then(fo 
tobegoodi thefame holds true in Phy- to 
ficks»for barely to contemplate of it ba'jtil 
unufefull> fo ablurd and ridiculous, how A 
can you call that a trueCaufe, of which 
you never faw an effeft > There hath been Qi 
fome ancient Philofophers who have feai-t 
ched after experimental knowledge, and cat 
ftudied more Nature then Art, more thent 
things then the fignification and Name, a: m 
the Magitians amongft the Perfians , the 
Braemanes amidft the Indians , and the A 
Prieflsin Egjpt : and now the Brethren o: tii 
K. C. in Go many. Thus wee fee plainly fa 
they meet for a good end, for each Cour w 
hath its appointed time in which juftipHi 
may be duely executed, and no wrong 
further heightned ; The Brethren a film 
ble to vindicate abufed Nature, tofettl 
Truth in her power, and chiefly that the] 
may with one accord return thanks 
God for revealing fuch myflerics to them 
if any man is promoted to an high Office 
and negle&s or contemnes theCeremonie 
and circumflances ofadmifljon,thePrinc 
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will immediately put him out as one 
leighdng his favours and fcornitig of 
.dim ; fo fince God hath been pleafed to 
lonour thefe Brethren with fuch rare en« 
lowments, and they (honld not appeare 
coftitw their gratitude. He might juftly 
cake from them Hii Talent, and make 
them fubje&s of His wrath. 

This Law hath a Limitation if they 
rannot appeare, they rauft either by o- 
:hers their Brethren, or by letters tell the 
:aufe of their abfence, for infirmity, fick- 
aefs, or any other extraordinary cafualty 
may hinder their journey. 

Wee cannot fet down the places where 
they meet, neither the time, I have fome- 
, times obferved Olympick Houfes not far 
from a river and a known City which 
wee think is called S. Spirits, I meane 
5 ( Htlican or Ptrnafius in which Pegafm o- 
pened a fpring of everflowing water, 
wherein Diana walk’d her felfe, to whom 
jl Vmm was handmaid, and Saturue Gentle- 
man-ulher : This will fufficiently inftruft 
1 an Intellgent reader, but more confound 
d 1 the ignorant, 

5* 1 
it 
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Chap; XV- 

Concerning the fourth Law^that every 
Brother fh all chufe a fitperfon for his 
Succejjour after his deceafe, that the 
Fraternity may be continued . 

All things in the world have their vi- 
ce (Etudes and changes, what was today 
is not* to morrow, and this appears mof) 
of all in mankind, who are as fare opce 
to die, as they at prefent do live, where- 
fore God out of his heavenly Providence 
granted General i n and propagation; 
that though Indivioualls do perifh , yet 
the Species may dill be preferveej. And 
this is that innate principle which i$th< 
Caufc of Multiplication, fo that Plants 
Annimals, Minerals, and man the noblel 
Creature (hall to the end of the world b< 
encreatVJ. Many phiofophers have com- 
plained of the (hortnefs of roans life^whc 
though he be more excellent then others 
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yet he lives not their ages. The Eagle, 
the raven, the Lion and what not , dures 
longer then man, as though Nature was 
1a ftepmother to him, and the others were 
|he strue progeny. 

Wherefore fince that the Brethren, be* 
ing Mortals, mult certainly once ceafe to 
ibe, and undergoe the common Lot of 
their Nature ; their wife Lawmaker did 
not rafhly make this Law, that each Bro- 
| ther (hould chofe to himfelfe a fit perfon 
to be hisSucceffour: in which choice they 
' do not look to the obligations of friends, 

! their natural relation neither to Sonnes 
j or Brethren, but purely to Qualifications, 
as Learning, fecrecy. Piety and other 
(uch like endowments. 

Atnongft the Egyptians the fonnes did 
not onely inherit their Fathers eftate, but 
ufed the fame trade and imployment, the 
Sonne of a potter, was a potter, a Smiths 
fonne was a Smith : But the Kings were 
chofenout from amongft thcPritfts, the 
1 Priefts from amidft the Philofophers, and 
' the Philofophers were alwaies Sonnes of 
Philofophers, but many times there hap- 
ned a great difference of parts between the 
1 Son and Father \ outward Goods may be 
1 conveyed to pofterity, and the Son may 

be 
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be his Father* heire,but the gifts of mind, 
efpecially fuch as thisFeaternity hath, is ti 
rarely by Generation communicated to » 
the ofspring : He that fhill be enduced ro 
cither by entreaty, or hired with money (o 
to reveale ought to any one, but a truly w 
vertuous man, doth injure the firft Giver tti 
of fuch a Talent, the Lawgiver and the ft 
whole Fraternity, for perhaps enemies f, 
thereby would be able to further their dc- c 
fignes, God would be di (honoured, and [ 
vertue banilhed. 1 

The Philofophers would have myfleries j 
revealed to none but thofe,ivh6 God him ; 
felf (hall enlighten, that their underftan- < 
dings being refined, they may apprehend 
the deepeft fayings & profoundeft fecrets: 
Others fay, that we mufl not truft him 
with whom we have not eaten a Bufhell 
a Salt; that is, him with whom they have 
not had much converfe to the fure expe- 
rience of his abilities and faith, for friend- 
fliip is not to be compared to Horfes that 
bear price according as they are young, 
but to wine and Gold which are bettered 
by Age: So the Brethren eDtertain no 
man to be a member of the Fraternity, 
but men of approved parts, and very ver» 
tuous. 


There 
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There were certain rites and Ceremo- 
nies done at Athens in the honour of Pro- 
) metbeut, Vulcan , and Menerva after this 
I manner : many were appointed to run in- 
to th e City with lighted torches, and he 
whole light was out, gave place to the o- 
thers, fo that the viftory was obtained by 
t him who could come fii ft at the goal with 
s his flaming torch: The meaning was to 
exprefs the propagation of fecrets for the 
putting out of the torch is the death of a 
Predeceffour, fo that another living with 
i his lighted torch fucceeds him, by which 
meanes the rare mylferies ofChymiftry 
come fafe to after generations. 

Chy miftry indeed is a Science above all 
Sciences, the Minerva that fprang front 
Jupiters braine, an heavenly ray which 
doth difplay it felfe to the comforting of 
things below : This is the birth of the 
underflanding , whofe propagation is as 
neceflary as that of the body : we may 
obferve the antipathy of fome bodies to 
others, and we may fee as great difference 
in minds : mens difpofitions are to be 
fully known, leaft a (word be put into a 
mad mans hand ; for a good thing may 
j be evilly ufed, as wholfome wine put into 
a (Unking caske doth change both colour 
K and 
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and tafte : Armhomdes boafted that if he 
could fix his foot in a (ure place, he could 
by his skill move the whole world, and 
what would not ill affe&ed perfonsdo if 
they were flatters of fiuch fecrets/* doubt- 
kfs they would endeavour the accom- 
plifliment of all their wicked devices. 

Some may aske why they have fueh an 
Eleftion, and do not rather let their 
knowledge be buried with them (or if not 
fo unworthy) why do they not print, that 
every one may have, read, and qnderftand 
their myfteries, or elfe why do they not 
chufe more to augment the Fraternity f 
we (hall anfwer to each of them to fatisfie 
thot'e thus do Qucflion. 

Firft,why do they feleftafeiv perfons? 
and will not have their fecrets perifh? we 
anfwer, there is good reafon for both. 
An&uj lus Cdzfar would not fufferthe Encads 
of Vir^ill to be burnt although he had de- 
fignediefoby his will, lead Romes glory 
fbould fuffer thereby, and yet.this Poet 
as Homer amongft the Grecians had in- 
fiead of Truth produced fiftions : And 
is there not a greater caufe why Brethren 
of the R. C. fhould endeavour the keeping 
in memory fuch fecrets ? may this lear- 
ning never be forgotten in which there 

are 
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j lire no Fables but true devine cxperl- 
»< >nents. 

Wc may woefully lament the lofs of 
ecrets which being writ have unhappily 
>een burnt, not Wrft have been forgotten, 
.hereforefor prevention of both it is con- 
venient that they fhould be entrufted in a 
' ?ew hands, and by thofe careful be trans- 
mitted to others. Before the flood, the 
Arts were engraven on two pillars lead 
either fire or water fhould blot them our, 
and afterward fasfome writej theCaba- 
lyftical Art was found out, and by word 
of mouth communicated, and the Kalbins 
have at this day rather a fhadow then the 
fubftance of that Science. 

The Heathens had their Colledges in 
which were admitted none but fuch as 
were of an unblamc able converfation and 
of choice partSjfo that every one who was 
educated in a Scholaftick way was not 
thought a fit perfon to be oftheir Socie- 
ties, but they would picke of the mod a- 
ble and they were few, the which rule is 
obferved by the Fraternity of the R. C. 

| who admitted few and thofe upon good 
! defert. 

In the next place we come to the rea- 
fon why they do not print and make theitf 

knowledge 
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Knowledge publick f there are many 
things in Policy, more in Divinity, npt 
a few in nature, which ought not to feejthe 
‘ light, but are to be kept in private breads, 
leaft thereby fome have written of the fe- 
crets of the Commonwealth, no one yet 
durft reveale the ttiyfteries of God. Alex- 
ander the great being in Egypt learned of 
Leon the pried, that the Goa6 there and 
thofe which were every where elfe wor- 
ihippedas Jupiter , D'tonjfius , Mars and 
ny others were no God , and He by letter 
informed his mother, bat commanded 
that the Letter (hould forthwith be con- 
secrated to Vulcan , leaf! the multitude a- 
doring thofe Gods ihould run into con- 
fuHon : fo likewife in Nature if their 
rnyfteries were knowne, wkat would be- 
come of order?but indeed how can thatibe 
called a fecret which is revealed to many;’ 
though many may be judged fit per- 
sons to receive the* knowledge ; yet few 
have Such command over themfclves a$ 
to keepethem, who will tie his tongue 
and deny himfelfe the liberty he might 
otherwife enjoy ? very few will let their 
words by long abiding there corrupt in 
there mouths, an ancient Phrlofopher 
being accufed of a (linking breath, faid, 

that 
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tat it was caufed by letting fecrets putri- 
: in it. 

Why all who are defirous of the Fra- 
crnity are notchofen, is not their fault, 
ut the others lottery : in courts they are 
joneft promoted who are mod p leafing 
3 their Princes, and they who are known 
referr’d before the flrangers, although 
aeir parts be better deferving, but of this 
aw enough. 


CHAP. XVI. 


r he fift Law : that the letter s R. C.* 
Jhall be their feale t Char after > and 
Cognizance . 


T He Egyptians had two forts of letters, 
the one holy called Hieroglyphicks, 
onely known to the Priefts ; the other 
prophane commonly known : The Holy 
were the images af Animal vegetables, or 
mathematical Figures engraven in mar- 
ble* which yet are to be feene at Rente be- 
ing 
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ing'yea brought whole thither in Auguflus 
his raigne, for the impreffion being in- 
ward, it will endure long. TheProflune 
were made by lines, as the Greeke and 
Hebrew, the Priefts ufed both the one to 
the Commonwealth, the other to the wife 
and learned. Hieroglyphicks were fignes 
and Charafters of deep knowledge which 
none might expound to others under 
oath and the pleafure of the Gods. 

Junior Philosophers have employed 
all their paines and ftudy to finde out the 
meaning of thefe Hieroglyphicks : the 
Phenix (properly belonging to Chy~ 
miflryj was accounted a creature dedica* 
ted to the Sun, and thisEmbleme agrees 
to all the holy marks : fo likewife the 
R* C. have diverfe letters to difeover their 
minds to their friends, and to coriceale it 
from others. * 

Their Charafters are K. C; which they 
ufe that they may not be without Name, 
and every one according to his capacity’ 
may put an Interpretation upon the let- 
ters, as foone as their firft writing come 
forth ; fhortly after they were called Rofie 
Crucians , for K.may ftand for Rofes and 
C. forCrofs, which appellation yet re- 
maines, although the Brethren have de- 
clared 
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dared that thereby they Symbolically 
mea ne the Name of their firft Author. If 
one man could pierce into anothers breaft 
and erpie his thoughts, wefhould need 
neither words nor writings ; but this be- 
ing denied us, and onely granted to An- 
gels, we muft fpeake and write each to o- 
5 ther. Thefe Letters do contain the whole 
Fraternity, and fo darkly, that you cannot 

I by their Names know their families, by 
their families know their perfons, by their 
perfons learn their fecrcts. 

Each order hath its Formalities and 
coat of Armes orEmbleme, The Rhodi* 
p ans have the double crofs, they of Burgun- 
dy the golden fleece ; others a Garter, in 
honour of a woman who loft her garter in 
: a dance. The Brethren have the letters 
R. G.and as fome of the others are Hiero- 
glyphicks and ferve to cover myfteries 5 
fo the Brethren have a particular intenti- 
on in this. I am no foothfayer, no pro- 
phet, yet under favour I havefpoken to 
the purpole in my oth( r books : for R. 
fignifies P ega/us^C. lulium if you look not 
to the letter but right interpretation; 
have a Key to open fecrets, and attain the 
true knowledge thereof. V- wwruL zii, w. 

hkg x , underftand if thou canft, thou 
needft make no further fearch : Is not this 
I a 
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a claw of the Rofy Lion, a drop of Hippo- 
creneL and yet 1 have not been fo un- 
faithful as publifh their holy myfteries ; 
for no man can picke any thing out of it, 
unlefs he is very skilfull both in words 
and things. Some out of proper names 
will make Anagrams, fee what is included 
in K. C. the Rofy crofs >At/>uV/tf«r 
Ha, Ha } E beu y in the fame is contain’d a 
laughter and a complaint, fweetnefs and 
bitterneft, joy aud forrow, for to live a- 
midft Rofes, and under a crofie are two 
contrary things. Man being about to be 
borne partly by change of places, partly 
by the navel firing cut, is faid moil com- 
monly to (bed teares, and rarely doe re- 
joy ce ; fo there whole life is but a conti- 
nued forrow, and have more of the Croft 
then Rofc in it : But I rather take K. for 
the fubftantial part,C. for the Adjc&ive 
which holds not good in that interpreta- 
tion of the Rofy-Crofle. 

The Cafars of Germany) Charles the 
Great C. his Succeflors were wonttoufe 
hand feals, and to fetthem to their fub- 
fcriptieas, it was meet that the Brethren 
ft Oil d not be deficient in this, and there- 
fore let Ingenious perfons judge of this 
Anagram, 
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For in this 
R. C. are A- 
crofticks, di- 
ligence will 
finde out the 
reft : But 
none I hope 
will bee fo 
foolilh as to 
thinke any 
vertue to He 
n thislFigure, as it fufpefted to be in the 
vord Abracadabra , for we mean nothing 
efs, but we have onely given in our ver- 
luit, and let others have the freedome as 
have their opinions ; But we matter 
ot words 5 but look more after things, 
or things fbould be although they were 
innamed,buc words are without things 
ain and infignificant. : When a certain 
[ing threatned ihe Laconians for their 
ong letter, and deiired a fpeedy anfwer, 
hey fent back one, thefe letters 0 T, by 
one meaning that they woulcTNot,by 
he other that they valued not his threats 
jot ; fo that multitude of words are 
iftentimes to no purpofe, and a few car- 
ying weight in them may be fufficient. 

, Hence 'thefe Elemen ts of the letters are 
la" not 
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not to be fleighted, R. E abjes madnefie 
and the middle, L. Luna, the Moone doe 
exprefs, for if the Sun be between them, 
they make an heart, whichis the firft 
thing in man, *andif iti’sfincere maylse 
an acceptable (acrifice to God-. * 
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Concerning the Jixt and Lafl Law, 
which is, that the Fraternity of the 
R. C. JJmII be concealed an hundred fac 

yeers. 
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W Hen the common people take no 

tice of the fecrct managing qfkilc 
puclick affaires, they becaufe of their ig- 
norance,fufpe& it to be a plot upon them, 
and openly cenfure it, as not fitting to fee 
the Sun ; for treacheries and wickednefle 
defires the night and darkneife to cover 
and conceal them, and therefore adions 
are bad becaufe they are private. 

Befides the rude multitude many gra 
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rer heads have inconGderately called 
ipparent thing* good , and the other 
1, aoughc, faying, if they be vertuous, why 
I hould they not be known that they may 
t ae embraced by honeft men ? 
is if all lawfull fecrets becaufe of their 
.awfulnefie were to be made publlcke: 
would it not favour of folly if a Princes 
• rreafure becaufe it was rightly gained 
lould therefore beexpofed to all men ? 
urely fuch an opinion would onely be- 
:ome a thiefe and robber. 

The Brethren are thought guilty of 
>,l:oncealing themfelves , for they might 
^probably doe more good if they were 
cnowne, becaufe they Ihould be fought 
tfter, and have opportunities put into 
'.heir hands, and why will they keepclofe 

! >oth their perfons and place ; but let us 
:onfider that they travel; andthey,as all 
vife men elfe, acknowledge no particular 
^ountrey, but the whole world to them 
s as their own native foile, now in tra- 
vel diverfe entertainments are tobe found, 
nuch flattery, little fincerity, much falf- 
lood and deceit, no truth , honeftly-; 
He who is knowne by his Family , name, 
or office may be taken notice off to his 
difadvantage. 

I 3 The 
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The Scripture calls men pilgrim es, who 
have no truecountrey and home but hea- 
ven ; To that men are grangers and tra- 
vellers in their own land, in their inhe- 
ritances , and why then may they not 
fcarcely be known to live when they (hall 
not abide long ? Their actions are fuch 
as become thofe who hope to appeare 
and fhine in Heaven though they areob- 
fcure below. 

How great is their madnefs who fpend 
their tiroes in drunkennefle and gluttony, 
who are known by their vices ; or imitate 
him who boafted that he never faw the 
rifing or letting Sun, and had no God but 
his Belly : whatever is rare and brought 
from far Countreys that they defire to 
eate, as though the whole world in (bort 
time (hould be devoured by the filling 
their gutts more then their braines ; per- 
haps, thefe may have Rational fouls, but 
fo clogd that they cannot foare aloft who 
drink not, eat not that they may live, but 
live to drink and eat. 

The Lar.e/ltmoniaus placed drunkards 
before a company of children, that they 
feeing the abominable naughtinefle and 
deformity,might(hun and hate that vice, 
as Ljcuigus commanded : but fuch beaftly 

perfons 


P 1 

« 

ii 

b 

v 

bi 

b 

31 

1 

* 

0 

5 

c 

t 

t 

i 

t 


I 

I 


I 


of the Rofecruciattt. 119 

perfons do very- often draw in others who 

• keep them company, and their fight is too 
- too often dangerous and deftru&ive. 

Wherefore fuch vices (hould be covered 

• ■ as filthy, that others may not be provo- 

ked and fiirred up to the like enormities ; 
nay let fuch things not onely be conceal’d 
but buried, and things more profitable 
■ beufedin their roome; But if all good 
and honeft fecrets were brought to light, 
I dare fay, the Fraternity of the R. C. 
would not be the laft as having no caufe 
of fear upop them, but I doubt whether 
yet we (hall fee thofe happy daies. 

There are many things bad which by 
cuftome have been in good efteeme, and 

• the continuance of vice makes it be 
thought at length Vertue : The Brethren 
would give no occafion of fufpition, for 
that which is not known, cannot be pra- 
ftifed ; without praftife no cuftome 5 
without cuftome no fuch miftake, air 
though their being altogether honeft need 
not befocenfured or entertained. 

Befides, perhaps the Firft Author by 
the Law that the Fraternity fhould be 
concealed an hundred years, would give 
the world time to lay afide their vanities , 
folly and madnefle , and by that time 
1 4 be 
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be fitted to receive fuch knowledge; 

And truly every man that hath eyes 
may fee a great and happy change in the 
world , that many rare inventions are 
difcovered,many abufes in the Arts refti- 
fied ; and that they (hall fhine to perfecti- 
on, and uhat then fhould hinder but that 
the name of the Fraternity fhould bepub- 
lifhed in their Yanu i Confejpone and other 
books ? 

Two hundred years arepaft fince the 
firfl Law was made, viz. ab A . C. 1413, 
in A . C. 1613. about which time the 
Fantac ame forth ; although there is no 
clearemanifettation of the difcovery, yet 
it Biay fufficiently be gathered outoiir, 
and afterwards the tombe of the firft Au- 
thor being opened, v;hich was A . C. 1604. 
to which adde the years of the prophefie, 
after 120 years I will be known, for 10 6. 
abA.C. 1378. doe make 1484. and af- 
terwards 120 doe make 1604: Some 
having this from their Predeceffcurs have 
certainly affirmed this Truth. 
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Chap. XVIII„ 

Concerning the advantage or difad- 
vantage arifing to Learning font 
the tot all concealment , or dijcovery 
(as novo is) of the Fraternity of the 
R.C. 

I Cannot imagine that any man can juft- 
ly accufe me for my prolixity on the 
the Lawes of the R, C. perhaps fome may 
fuck fpider like ouc of wholfome flowers 
deftruftive poifon ; and that which to o- 
thers is pleafant and fweet, to them dif- 
affcfted may feeme loathfome and ugly : 
they erring and being vaine themfelves, 
fcoffe and laugh at our Fraternity, {corn 
their lawesjlay they,what benefit {hall we 
receive from the difcovery of them ? in- 
deed we doe heare that many under that 
title doe abufe themfelves, and cheat o- 
thers, for by fuch relations they vent their 
fophifticated drugs, andconfufe allme- 
thode in medicine. 


We 
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We do not deny but that the beft thing 
may be abufed, but that is not to be char- 
ged upon the thing it felfe $ but upon the 
perfon foimployingofit .* fonone can 
truly fay that the Fraternity and Lawes 
thereof are unlawful, whofe inftitution 
and intention may be juftifyed ; but yet 
envious perfons who have devoted them- 
felves to malice may carpe at them; and 
endeavour the diuatisfa&ion of mens 
minds, wherefore in this Chapter we will 
(hew the profit and difprefit ariling either 
from them detefted or concealed. 

There are four kinds of Good, Necef- 
fary,Honeft,Pleafant and Profitable, by 
each of them men may be drawn to the 
affedation or difrelifh of any Subjett ; the 
two firft among!! thefe have the prehemi- 
nency,the others are of lefs authority ;but 
yetvery often the latter prevaile above the 
nrft, and many had rather enjoy pleafure 
and profit finable to their natures 5 then 
the others as being fomewhat harfti, 
wherefore we will treat of them, but not 
as feparated from neceflary and honeft 
Good. 

To what ptirpofc (hould there be fuch 
a Society, if the profit and benefit there- 
of Ihould be wholly concealed/ the EtW- 

opians 
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op 1 atts and Jndiatts having never heard of 
their Fama and Confeffion are not taken 
1 with the Fraternity, but if they Ihould 
believe that there is fuch a feleCt company 
t of men, yet they would beheedlefs, be- 
caufe they Ihould receive no advantage by 
. them : we care not for the richeft.mindsjif 
, <we cannot enjoy them, and affaires tran- 
flated at a great diftance from us,are no- 
thing to us, we donor take notice how the 

I Judiant fight, and they negleCt our Arts. 
If the Fraternity had not made known 
themfelves, there might feeme to have no 
greac damage thereby accrewed to lear- 
ning, fince it is not more augmented ; for 
heretofore cure of difeafes, and preferva- 
tions of health were praCtifed and profef- 
fed, the Sciences have been fo refor- 
med, efpecially the laft hundred years 
pad, that they have attained their utmoft 
perfeftion : On the contrary if the Fra- 
ternity had been concealed, many might 
have great hopes and expectations of pro- 
fit, for all kind of curiofity had been laid 
afide, men wculd not have vexed them- 
felves with fearching dilligently, after 
thero,whom they (hould with the greateft 
difficulty hardly find, fo many defires 
had not been unfatisfied, fo many pro- 

mifes 
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mifes fruftrated, fo many fighs and tear* 
vain: laftly, no occafion of confuGon, 
but, becaufe all thefe things are fo falfe 
and abfurd we (hall not think them wor- 
thy ofananfwer; we (hall therefore pro- 
ceed to the profit of the Fraternity as it is 
detefted and made known. There is in 
the world fuch an abundance of all 
things by-the diverfity of Species; multi- 
tude of Individual^ that it is almoftim- 
poflible to difeerne either their increafe 
or decay. Hence is it that perfons of 
Quality being taken away by death are 
pot mift, becaufe others do fucceed them, 
and the riling Sun makes us take little 
notice of the Set. 

Had the Fraternity not been difeove- 
fed, the world had lacked nothing ; for 
that which is unknown is not deiired and 
fought after 5 & the abfence of it is no lofs, 
and we doubt not but that there are very 
manyfuch things in nature:whoever drea 
raed of a new world now called America 
before it was found out? who thought of 
ufefulnefs of writing and printing till 
they were invented? but now it is fuffici- 
ciently known what benefit the whole 
world receives by them, although there 
feemed before to be no want. 
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ti . 7 or as no line is fo long, nor any body fo 
j >ig, to which fomething cannot bead- 
f led ; fo the perfection of the world was 
lot fo abfolute but that it was capable of 
. iddition. 

1 Thus the detection ofthe Fraternity 
1 did encreafe the worlds glory , and we 
(hall (hew after what manner, w/e. by re- 
vealing fecrets and finding out others 
. much conducing to the profit of man- 
kind. 

The Poets report of Anteus that he figh- 
ting with Htrcules , and by him beaten of- 
ten to the ground, did as often recover 
himfelf byvertue received from thetouch 
of the earth ( for he was thought to be 
Sonne of the earth ) by which help he was 
alwaies viftoriouSjtill he drove with Her - 
cules } who finding out this my fiery caught 
him in his armes and holding him in the 
aire crufhed him to death. By Hercules 
is underfiood a laborious and skilfull 
Philofopher, by Anteus the fubjeft to be 
wrought upon, in which are contrary 
Qualifications : This matter is not eafily 
known, becaufe it lies hid everywhere, 
and at the fame time lies open,underftand 
the firfi in refpeft of mens intellects, the 
other in refpeCt of Senfe,and if it were 

koown 
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known, yet the preparation is fo difficult 
little good can be expe&ed, The Philo- 
fophical earth is his Parent whofevertue 
isnoteafily attained, Hence it is that 
this Anteut is fecretly ftrengthned from 
his mother, and fo all endeavour of kil- 
ling Ante us is in vain and to no purpofe. 

Therefore Ofyris being about to travel 
into I ndix did not unadvifedly confult 
with Prometheus , joy n Mercury asaGo- 
yernour, and Hercules as Prefident of the 
Provinces, by whofe dire&ion and his 
own induftry he alwaies accompliffied his 
end, he ufed Vulcans fhop 3 the golden 
houfe where Apis is fed and nouriffied, for 
thofe three forementioned have their fe- 
verall offices in the Philofophical worke : 
but fome may fay what is this to the Fra- 
ternity of the R. C. ? it properly apper- 
taines to them, for they have overcome 
Anteus , they have fufficiently declared 
their Herculean ftrength, the wit of Mer- 
cury, and the Providence of Prometheus : 
This, this is the knowledge in which the 
Fraternity is skilled, fetched from thein- 
nermoft depths of nature ; which to neg- 
fe& or to fufFer .to periffi were folly and 
madnefs : There is no Ckymiji who un- 
derftands not What we mean. 

They 
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They who take a voyage to the Eaft- 
idies, cannot be without fweet freftj 
• ater,and if they finde oat a fpring, they 
ke a fpeciall notice of it, fet it down in 
ieir writings, that others travelling that 
ay may enjoy the like benefit, much 
reater reafon is there-that in the Philo- 
»phical voyage, having gotten a fountain 
ndirig forth pleafant ftreames, which 
1 in eaiily quench thirfl and fatisfie, how 
reat reafon is there that this fhould be 
ighly efteemed and valued : I mean here 
le Philofophers living water and not 
1 ny dead, which when once attained, the 
1 rhole fcufineffe wili fucceed, for the 
'hole work is perfected by one artifice, 

I y one way, hy one fire which is natural 
not neglefting the other three, unnatu- 
al, againft nature and occafionai) in one 
eflell, at one time, with one labour, 
;hich muft be cautioully under flood. 
. The Book Malwaies in the hand and 
ainde of the Fraternity, and tranfmitted 
iill to pofterity, doth fufficiently lay o- 
>en the knowledge of this Nature, in 
vhich Book is contained the perfection of 
11 the Arts, beginning with the Heavens 
ind defeending to lower Sciences. For the 
nind of a wife man covets after the know- 
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ledge of all truths, to confute errours,and 
to adorne it felfe with glory and excel- 
lency, but this is not obtained by idle 
vain Speculation; blit by diligent praftife 
which i* the onely true wifdome : 3. I 
havcfpoken enough before of their reme- 
dies for the cure of difeafes. 4* The Bre- 
thren laftly have a fecret of incredible 
vertiic, by which they can give Piety, 
juftice and truth the upperhand in any 
perfon whom they affeft, and fupprefs 
the oppofite vices, but it is not my duty to 
exprefs what this is : I befeech the Great 
God who governeth the whole world by 
his providence, fo to difpofe of all things 
that fuch myfteries may never be loft, but 
that the whole world may receive benefic 
thereby 5 and that hereafter men may not 
think it lufficient fuperficially to look in- 
to nature ; but deeply prying into it may 
have more knowledge of God the Center, 
andprai/e him alwaies for his Goodnefs. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

That tuany Fables have pa fed under 
the name of the Fraternity , raifed 
by the multitude who alwaies mj - 
judge of that which they doe not 
underjland. 

t cannot beotherwife, the Fraternity 
. being in refpeft of it felfe well known, 
in refpeft oftheperfons thereof concea- 
led, butthat many ftrange, horrible, and 
incredible falfities Ihould be call upon 
them : for ifwe hear, fee, or by any other 
fenfe have experienced any thing, yet in 
difcourfe this will be altered, if not aN 
together; changed, becaufe he that relates 
will either adde or dimimth i and the o- 
ther not apprehending it aright, or per- 
haps failing in memory, or for affcfti- 
on favouring or envying the bufinefs,wiU 
unfaithfully report it : They who wane 
thof© two faculties of memory and judg- 
ment are not competent judges in matters 
of to great concernment ; what can a 
blind witnefs afBrme that hefaw? one 
deaf that he heard! or one not capable 
of undemanding that he apprehended? tor 
all thefe miftake one thing tor another, 
they blame the fubjeft and not them- 
* K felvesi 
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felves; they fupoofe all things as low as 
their parts, and becaufe they want abili- 
ties, they acknowledge no deficiency s 
whoever they are who ignorantly of ma- 
licioufly doe call out any words aiming 
thereby to wrong the Fraternity^ doe 
onely. cxpofe themfelves $ but letthefe 
geefe kept onely to fill the belly leave off 
to hilfe at our Swans : The water of 
which we now {peak, is not that in which 
fifties doe fwhnme ; neither is this a fit 
fiudy for fuch dolte? and blocks. JL«ave off 
to difcover what you are by your idle 
words : Learned and wife men are not 
cenfured by them, and why Ihould they 
receive evill for good ? But fome may 
aske,what Fables are thus vented againft 
the Fraternity ? we anfwer, that many 
hav^detrafted and traduced their inno- 
cent Fam* and harmlefs confellion) that 
they h^ve accounted them Herettcks, Ne- 
cromancers, deceivers , difturbers of the 
Commonwealth ; Oharfh times, O evill 
manners !, what is the world come to 
when flinders Hull pafs for Truths, and 
they w?ho devote themfelves to God, holi- 
nefs, and make the Scripture their Rule, 
{ball be called hereticks, when they who 
fiudy the depths of Nature fhall be ac- 
counted conjurers, when they who make 


it the Rojecrucidtii, l ?I 

it tneir buGnefs to doe good to others* 
ftall be efteemed cheaters; Iaftly when 
they who doe to their ucmoft power ad- 
vantage their Countrey , {hall be held the 
greatefli enemies thereof ? 

lean think thefe abfurd tailors to be 
.none others then thofe who are imployed 
thediftillation of fimple waters forA- 
potheciries; they hate nothing more 
then learning, and count themfelves lo 
much happier by how much more igno- 
rant; andfome ( I confefsj aftingfrom 
a more noble and divine principle, have 
enlarged mind? j willing and defirousto 

contain thellniverfe, who doe not onely 
imploy their time in lludy and meditati- 
on, but experiment what they learne ; 
awifeman endeavours after the know- 
ledge of all things; as a Prince hath intel- 
ligence of all tranl'aftion?, and as by the 
one he is diftinguilbed froth a fool, foby 
the other from a peafant ; Bat the Fra- 
ternity doe imitate both, fo that nothing 
is wanting to hinder their perfe&ion. 

As for chat reproach they lie under 
concerning their difturbmg of the Com- 
monwealth* it is altogether falfeand by 
them coined; therefore let it return upon 
the firft broachers of it, to whom it pro- 
perly belongs as being their owne : they 
r Ki mighE 
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might juiily complain of fuch indignities 
offered to then-, but they account it ver- 
tuous to fuffer. 

That there are fo many Herefies a- 
broad in the world, is not to be charged 
upon the holy Scripturejbut theobftinacy 
of men forcing the text to eonfirme their 
willjis to be check’d ; foil is no fault of 
the Fraternity that they are abufed , but 
theirs who are fo wicked as to calumni- 
ate them; for if to accufe any man were 
fufficient to prove him guilty, juftice and 
injufjice, truth andfalfhood, whiteand 
black would not be diftinguifhed, which 
is altogether unreafonable. 

Chap. XX. 

That the Brethren of the R. C. doe 
neither dreame of } hope f or , orin- 
deavour any Reformation in the 
tp or Id by Religion , the conversion 
ofthejewes^ or bp the Policies tfEn- 
thujrajls which feemingly would be 
eftablijhed by Scripture , but that 
they both acknowledge and Jhew 
themf elves lovers of truth & jujiice . 

A S that which in the day time moft 
runs in mens thoughts, doth in the 

nighc 
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night diflurbe and work upon their Fan ? 
qies ; fo every; ro^n is careful to let no op- 
portunity flip of indeavouring to accom- 
piifh his intention ; they who fee their 
minds upon riches, arc very laborious 
and painful to advance their eflates; they 
who bend their thoughts to change Com- 
monwealths, to alter Religion, tci inno- 
vate the Arts, rnakeufe of very often 
mod dtfpicable infiruments to doe their 
btifinefs : from this fpring head hath 
ifliicd many murmuring ftreames; fuch 
Caufes f I fay)- have produced many tu- 
mults and confuflons in Common- 
wealths, where men have been a&ed by 
vain thoughts and foolifli dreames, as it 
now doth evidently appeare both in the 
Anabapifts and E nthufiaftj ; are there not 
many even in this our age, who being 
ambitious to be ringleaders in new waies, 
inftead of a Reformation, have diflurbed 
all order, and law ? they forfooth would 
have Religion and Learning fuit with 
their fantaftical ©pinions. ; ■ 

As foone as thefe had heard of this 
Honourable Society, they allured them- 
felvet that their delires would have an 
happy iflue ; for knowing that thefe Bre- 
thren were able in learning and riches, 
they doubted not but that they would 

imploy 
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imploy both thofe talents to catife ah 
Univerfal Reformation in the worldjthey 
therefore immediately promifed to them- 
felves one Empire, one Religion, unity 
and concord ; but in all thefe things-they 
were belyed and abufed;for they did never 
affert any fuch things; neither is there 
any ground of them in their writings : 
Out of their Books Something may be 
gathered concerning the Reformation of 
the Arts which was indeavoured by thd 
firfi Author about 217. years agoe, about 
A. C. 1460. and at that time th6y had 
heed of a Reformation ; witrtefs the la- 
bour and ftudy of eminent men who have 
to good purpofe fpent their time to pro- 
mote learning, as Rudolph us Agricola , E* 
rafntus RoterodamufjD. Luther «r, phihppus 
Melanchthonus , Lheop. Taracelfus , Job, Re- 
giomontanus ^Copernicus with many othersl 
and there is n o doubt but the Arts may be 
more encreafed, their liiftre more poli- 
ced, many more fecrets discovered. But 
herein Religion is not at all concerned. 
Let Rome therefore that Whore of Babylon , 
and her Idolatrous affefting an Ecclefia*- 
flical tyranny ,whowith mennacies makes 
hotonely inferiors, but Kings their Haves 
and vaffals, who belch out proud words 
againft the true Church of God, without 

any 
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ny attempt of the Fraternity, forfaking 
heir toies and vanities, their blafphemy 
I k prophanefs, return into the right way ; 
b may a reformation be produced , and 
Mety and religion fhall Qourffh.I fear yet 
that thefe as they who are rich and po- 
werful will not judge that true which 
may any waies prejudice them , they I 
doubt will not embrace naked Truth, ho- 
neft fimplicity : But fuch Reformations 
belong more to God then man, who can 
turn the hearts of men at his pleafure, and 
fo difpofeall affaires that a levere checke 
may be put to the growth of Popery. 
However the Brethren fas all good men 
ought) count it their duty to pray for 
and expeft fuch a Reformation : the bu- 
finefs lies more in the inlightning of the 
underffanding, then changing the will, 
which is Gods own work; for he gives to 
doe and will as he thinks fit: who can 
falthough he had the power of miracles) 
convert the obftinate Jewes, when the 
feripture more confounds them and be» 
comes a ftumbling-block ?Obferye how 
their own writings doe difagree;how one 
thwarts: another ; and yet they confider 
not that wherein is concord. As for your 
Enthufiafis their Revelations of which 
they fo much bcaft,are fometimes to Sin, 

but 
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but thatcannoc , be from God i dor they 
not dreame interpretations on fcripture, 
and when either the Devill doth delude 
them or they are diftra&ed, they count 
their conditions happy ; they acknow- 
ledge no inferiority, though. commanded 
and allowed in the Scriptures : But our 
Brethren haye alwaurhad one amongil 
them as chide and governour itowhom 
they are obedient they pitty fitch; per- 
rons whom they finde cheated and often 
pofitffed, laftly,as it isln-poflibletofe- 
parate heat from fire, fo its as irtipoffible 
to feparate Vertue front this Society : 
they.beftow their time in duty to God, in 
diligent , of fearch of the fcripture, in cha- 
rity, ini healing gratis, > in experimenting 
thefecrets of Nature : they have the true 
Aftronoiny, the true Phyficks, Mathema- 
ticks. Medicine and Ghymiftry by which 
they are able to produce rare and won-* 
derful effetti 5 they are very labourious, 
frugall, temperate, fccrct, true; laftly, 
make it their bufinefs to be profitable and 
beneficial to all men, of whomwhen vve 
have lpolcen the higheft Commendations, 
we muff confefs out infufficiency to reach 
their worth. 

FINIS; 


















